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L e x i a 
P o w e r 
Up 

An online or app based 
platform to improve word 
study, comprehension and 
grammar. To log on visit 
www.lexiapowerup.com, 
enter your teacher’s email. 
Your username is the first 
part of your email e.g. 
18mhussain then enter 

your password.  

B e d r o c k 
Learning 

Comprehensive vocabulary 
curriculum which teaches 
a c a d e m i c v o c a b u l a r y 
through fiction and non-
fiction text. Visit https://
app.bedrocklearning.org  

Libby 
Take a trip to 
y o u r l o c a l 
l i b r a r y o r 
a l t e r n a t i v e l y 
you can access 

the e-library using the 
Libby app. You can sign in 
using your Kirklees Library 
card number and PIN. If 
you don’t have an account 
you can register by  visiting 
www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk 
and click on Join Kirklees 
Libraries. 

Further details of the Libby 
app can be found by 
c l i c k i n g o n 
www.kirklees.overdrive.co
m. If you need support 
please visit the library for 
assistance on registering 
and loaning books.

READING TIME 
Set aside some time to 

read alone, read together, 
or even start a book club.

1
ORACY 

Ask your child what they 
are reading? Develop 
their spoken language or 
ask them to write a review.

2
ONLINE APPS 

Why not use one of the 
online applications listed 

on the right?

3

Some ideas for the summer…. 
As the end of the academic year approaches, you and your child will no 
doubt be planning what to do over the summer holiday. 

This welcome break from routine will provide opportunities for children to go out 
and do activities they may not have been able to do for a while, as well as exploring 
interests they may have developed through the curriculum this past year. At 
Westborough we strongly believe in the power of reading and the importance of 
being word rich, and as such feel it would be beneficial for your child to continue 
reading over the summer, so we have outlined some ideas and recommended reads 
and applications they can access throughout the holidays.

http://www.lexiapowerup.com
https://app.bedrocklearning.org
https://app.bedrocklearning.org
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http://www.kirklees.overdrive.com
http://www.kirklees.overdrive.com
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THE BOY AT THE BACK OF THE 
CLASS  BY ONJALI Q RAUF 
There used to be an empty chair at the 
back of my class, but now a new boy 
called Ahmet is sitting in it. He’s nine years 
old (just like me), but he’s very strange. He 
never talks and never smiles and doesn’t 
like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, 
which are my favourite! 

But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn’t very strange at 
all. He’s a refugee who’s run away from a War. A real one. 
With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the 
more I find out about him, the more I want to help. 

That’s where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come 
in. Because you see, together we’ve come up with a plan… 

Told with heart and humour. The Boy at the Back of the Class 
is a child’s perspective on the refugee crisis, highlighting the 
importance of friendship and kindness in a world that 
doesn’t always make a sense.  

What did the teachers read? 
Our English teachers have kindly shared some 
of their favourite childhood reads: 

‘My favourite book as a child was The  Hobbit. I 
remember my mum taking me to the 
library, choosing that book and getting 
lost in that world until I finished 
reading it. I loved the story of an 
unlikely hero going on an epic 
adventure, and eventually succeeding 
against seemingly impossible odds. Plus, 

it opened the door to the fantasy genre, which I still 
love to read today. Mr Green - English Department 

  “A child who reads 40 minutes a day is 
exposed to 3,646,000 words a year.. 

that’s equivalent to the population of 
Mongolia!” 

Miss Henson’s Favourite Book is ‘Small Island’ by 
Andrea Levy ‘I first read this book when I was 
studying for my degree and since then it has always 
been my favourite. It is about people from the 
Caribbean coming to live in Britain during the 1950’s 
and the racism they faced when coming to this 
country. It is based on a true story 
and it appalled me that this racism 
occurred during this period of time. 
This book taught me that we must 
fully sympathise with those at the 

hands of racism in order 
to work towards ending this horrible prejudice. It is 
a great read which you may either relate to or open 
your eyes to empathise with those involved.’  

Competition time! Love reading? 
We are offering a £25 voucher to the 
students who can read the most books 
during the 6 week break. Once you 

have read a book, simply write a short 50 word 
summary or review and email these into 
dwheeldon@w-h-s.org.uk. The winning review will 
then be selected by the Headteacher and will be 
published in the next newsletter.  

Lexia Summer Literacy Star and Bedrock Summer 
Vocabulary Star – we also have two more £25 
vouchers for the students who can do the most extra 
self-study on our award winning apps over the 
Summer break. Get ahead for September!  

OCTOBER, OCTOBER BY KATYA 
BALES 
October and her dad live in the woods. They 
know the trees and the rocks and the lake 
and stars like best friends. They live in the 
woods and they are wild. And that's the way it 

is. Until the year October turns eleven.  

That's the year October rescues a baby owl. It's the year dad 
falls out of the biggest tree in their woods. The year the 
woman who calls herself October's mother comes back. The 
year everything changes. 

  Why not have a go at 
a Wordle with the 
family?

  or even a game of 
Scrabble….

mailto:dwheeldon@w-h-s.org.uk
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