Moving up to

WESTBOROUGH
HIGH SCHOOL

Welcome
We are delighted that you have chosen Westborough High School, and
we are very much looking forward to working with you over the next five
years. We can’t wait to get to know you and your family.

We empower them by giving them opportunities to enable them to
recognise their potential and to express this in what they do within the
school and in the wider community.

We have the highest aspirations for every one of our pupils and are here
to support, stretch and challenge your child to help them achieve their
full potential. We are proud of our learning community and our standards
are high - we are sure this is the reason why you and your child have
chosen our School.

The school’s staff work in partnership with parents, our governors, the
local authority and - most importantly of all - with our pupils. We really
believe that ‘together we succeed’.

The atmosphere is positive, open and friendly which allows all of our
pupils to thrive, we educate the young people entrusted to our care by
giving them a high standard of teaching and setting them appropriate
challenges throughout their time with us.
We nurture our pupils by providing them with a safe and caring
environment in which to develop in self-confidence and
self-understanding within the school community.

The following guide will help you to become familiar with the school
before you join us full time in September. We ask that you read it
carefully with your parents or carers.
We look forward to meeting you.
Mrs Kilkenny
Deputy Headteacher

What will secondary
school be like for me?
This is a really good question and one that we imagine you will have
asked yourselves and family and friends a lot over the last school year.
We hope you will be excited about starting at Westborough High
School, but we know you may feel nervous, this is quite natural
and we will do everything we can to make sure your move to
secondary school goes well.
Westborough High School has lots of new opportunities for
you to enjoy and we are sure you will settle in quickly.

Arriving at
Westborough High School

Current year 7 top tips

Approaching a secondary school can be very exciting, but also daunting,
because they are generally much bigger than most primary schools. One of
the first concerns for all new staff and pupils is getting lost. It is very easy
to move around Westborough and you will very quickly become familiar
with the building.

• Try to learn where the classrooms are as soon as you can

This is what you will see when you arrive at the main entrance, this is
the main reception.

• Wear a watch be on time for everything you need to be
• Try your best in everything
• Be friendly
• Always have your pupil planner signed
• Always be organised
• Try and get involved with everything you can
• Pack your bag the night before

Finding your way
around the school

Ground Floor

The Tower

BREAK
LUNCH

The school day

Student Services

This will look completely different to what you
are used to at your primary school. You will see
different teachers, different pupils and lots of
different classrooms every day. Break times and
lunch times will also be different. The times of
the day are as below.

The Year Leaders are based in Student Services and will be the first point
of contact at the school for your parents and carers. During the school day
they will be available if you need to speak to them. They will help you with
any questions or issues that you have. They share an office in the quad area
which is in the bottom floor as you enter through the main reception.

Time

Lesson

8.20 am

Gates open

8.25 am

Start of the school day

8.30 am - 9.00 am

Form time

9.00 am - 10.00 am

Period 1

10.00 am - 11.00 am

Period 2

11.00 am - 11.15 am

Break

11.15 am - 12.15 pm

Period 3

12.15 am - 1.15 pm

Period 4

1.15 am - 1.45 pm

Lunch

1.45 am - 2.50 pm

Period 5

2.50 pm

End of the school day
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Year Leaders
Hi, my name is Miss Yates and this will be my fourth year at Westborough
High School. I have absolutely loved working with my last year group and
I am extremely excited to start with the new Year 7’s!

Miss Yates

I have worked at Westborough High School as a Year Leader for four years.
During my time I have really enjoyed getting to know pupils and their
families, and watching young people become successful and respectful
young adults.

Mr Garside

When I am not at work, I love to keep myself busy and active. I like finding
new places to walk and enjoy going to the gym. I have a passion for
performing arts and used to compete nationally in dance competitions.
I miss the adrenaline and sequins so if I ever get a spare minute, you will
find me in the drama studio. When studying both dance and drama myself
it helped to grow my confidence which is something I aim to help my
pupils with.

When I am not at school you will find me running around a rugby pitch
representing Halifax Panthers Rugby League. I have played rugby since
I was 6 and have been lucky enough to be a professional athlete since I
was 16 through hard work and dedication. I believe every pupil has the
potential to reach their personal goals with a good mindset and a little
hard work.
I look forward to seeing you around school and getting to know you and
helping you settle in. You will find me in Student Services.

I am the Behaviour for Learning Leader at Westborough. I am responsible
for managing the behaviour systems across school and making sure all
pupils are ready to learn.

Within my role as Year Leader, my main goal is to motivate and support
all pupils to achieve their full potential. Pupil welfare and mental
health is one of my main priorities. I want pupils to enjoy their time at
Westborough and build strong relationships with all staff as well as peers.

I have worked in education for 17 years, the last 6 years here at
Westborough. In that time I have been lucky enough to meet so many
wonderful pupils and their families. It is a fantastic place to work and our
pupils make us very proud indeed.

I am here to answer any questions you have about your child at
Westborough. I can’t wait to meet you all in the new school year!
Mrs Teagle

I really enjoy music and musical theatre. I am always singing something
on my travels around school! I love reading a good book and relaxing at
home watching the football.
Westborough really is a wonderful place to learn and meet great friends.
Together we succeed!

Hi, I’m Mrs Marsden, I have worked at Westborough for almost 4 years
now, I love working at Westborough as I feel passionate about making a
change and supporting our community to be bigger, better and stronger
together, through education.

Mrs Marsden

I’ve been working as a Year Leader at Westborough High School since
2018 and have loved every minute being part of an amazing team and
working with young people.

My main goal as a Year Lead is to motivate, support and to push pupils to
maximise their full potential, and to develop into well rounded human
beings. I pride myself on being the ‘school mum’ to the whole year group,
not just supporting pupils through education but in emotional and
wellbeing support too.
I love speaking with the parents and getting to know your families
too, offering support, guidance and advice as this is a huge part of the
community spirit we have here at Westborough.
If you see me at Westborough please introduce yourself to me - It will be
lovely to see you.

My priority is to ensure that each pupil becomes the best version of
themselves that they can be. That means being punctual, showing great
attitude, always on task and being respectful to everyone.
Mr Sidat

I believe each and every pupil has the potential to be very successful in
school and it’s my duty to ensure that pupils reach their goals.
I will be keeping contact with parents and carers to ensure together as
school life and home life we work effectively.
I look forward to meeting all new pupils and watching them grow to
young men and women that we can be proud of.

Progress Leaders

Our expectations
At Westborough we aim to promote a happy, positive atmosphere where
pupils have quality learning experiences and are given the opportunity to
be their best. We have high expectations so that you will be encouraged to
work hard and behave well to allow you to achieve your full potential.
As a Westborough pupil we expect you to;
• Have excellent attendance
• Arrive to lessons on time with correct equipment - ready to learn

Mr O. Rushworth
Progress Leader

Mrs S. Ferguson
Progress Leader

• Give 100% in all learning experiences
• Wear the Westborough uniform responsibly and with pride

My role in school is to look after the
progress and learning of key stage 3
pupils. My focus is to make sure your
transition from primary school to
Westborough as smooth as possible
and help you achieve your full
potential over the next 5 years! I have
worked at Westborough for a long
time and love my job because I get
to see your journey right through to
being a successful, independent
young adult.

My favourite subject when I was
at school was PE so I love that I
get to teach that every day. I am
passionate about encouraging skills
and traits, such as teamwork and
resilience. I truly believe these skills
will make sure you are successful
here at Westborough and I am here to
support you on your way.

• Look after each other and the environment
• Move around the building calmly and quietly

Our expectations

positive
polite
prepared
punctual

Proud

My other role in school and passion is
PE and physical activity. I look forward
to supporting you in your learning and
extra curricular interests.

I am responsible for the learning
and progress of key stage 4 pupils at
Westborough High School. I have been
teaching here for 12 years and know
the school really well. This means I
know how best to help you make the
best possible progress and ensure you
have opportunities when you leave us.

Key areas
The majority of your learning at
primary school would have taken
place in one or two classrooms.
At Westborough High School,
each subject that you study has
its own area in school and its
specific classrooms. The pictures
below show what some of our
classrooms look like:
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Frequently asked questions
What is transition day and when is it happening?
Transition day will take place at Westborough High School on Tuesday
7th September. The purpose of transition day is to help pupils familiarise
themselves with the school, staff, peers and settle any ‘first day nerves’.
Year 7 pupils will experience a range of exciting lessons and spend time getting
to know their new classmates.

What if I can’t get uniform/PE kit for September?
You can purchase the Westborough uniform and PE kit online:
smartschoolwearcentre.co.uk. We recommend ordering as soon as possible to
ensure your child is ready for the new academic year.

What does my child need to bring to school on the first day?
All Westborough pupils are expected to wear full uniform (see ‘uniform’ section for further
details), a school bag large enough for an A4 folder, PE kit, pencil case, x2 black pens, pencil,
ruler, rubber and sharpener. Pupil planners and timetables will be provided shortly after the
start of the academic year.

What time does school start?
Pupils are expected to arrive to school no later than 8:20am, ready for a
registration at 8:30am. The start time for transition day will also be 8:30am.
Breakfast Club is open to any pupils arriving between 7:30-8:20am. Breakfast
club will start in the second week of term.

Where should I pick up/drop my child?
All pupils must enter school via the main entrance on Stockhill Street, before and after
school. If you are dropping off your child by car, please avoid parking on the yellow
road markings.

How will my child pay for school dinners?
We use a cashless payment system at Westborough, which will be set up for your
child in the first week of school. If your child is entitled to free school meals, please
see the ‘information’ section for further details on how to apply. Please bring dinner
money or a packed lunch on the first day of term.

What if my child leaves the country during term time?
All Kirklees schools require pupils to attend school every day during term time. We strongly
discourage parents/carers from making any arrangements that will impact on their child’s
attendance, as this will have a detrimental impact on their academic progress. Kirklees also
maintain the right to sanction fixed penalty notices for any unauthorised leaves of absence.

What if my child brings a mobile phone to school?
Mobile phones are not allowed at any time at Westborough High School for several
reasons (e.g. safeguarding, distraction from learning). Mobile phones will be
confiscated by a member of staff and returned at the end of term. If your child needs
to make an important phone call (e.g. travel arrangements), they will be able to do so
in Student Services.

What if my child is unwell?
Outstanding attendance is important for your child to achieve their full potential.
If your child is unable to attend due to illness, please contact school no later than
8:25am, stating your child’s name and reason for absence. If your child is absent for
3 or more consecutive days, a member of staff may visit the family home for a brief
welfare check. Tel: 01924 469549.

How can I speak to a member of staff about a
question/concern?
You can get in touch by sending an email to transition@w-h-s.org.uk.
A member of staff will respond as soon as possible.

What will I need
on my first day?
Over the summer you will need to make sure that you
have everything on the list below. These items need
to be with you every day.

How should I dress for
secondary school
All pupils in Year 7 to 11 are required to wear the approved school uniform.
We expect high standards of work and behaviour from our pupils, and
believe that these are helped by high standards of dress and appearance. All
items of school uniform are worn conventionally and we expect all Parents/
Carers to support our simple and practical requirements.

What is the uniform for
Westborough High School

	Black/Blue Ink Pens
(Make sure you buy a few)
	HB Pencil

School blazer

Colouring Pencils
Pencil Case

School tie

Ruler

White shirt with collar
and school tie

Compass
Protractor
Pencil
Sharpener
Rubber
Scientific Calculator
School Bag
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Flat black shoes
(no trainers or
sports shoes)

Plain navy blue knee
length skirt
Tailored navy blue trousers
Navy blue shalwar kameez
Plain navy pinafore dress
Plain navy blue trousers

Flat plain black
shoes - no
decorations
(no trainers or
pumps)

School uniform
At Westborough we have very high
expectations of our pupils and their
personal presentation.
We believe uniform plays an important part
in this as it allows pupils to take pride in
their appearance and helps prepare for life
after school.
Girls
• S chool blazer
• White shirt with collar and school tie
• Plain

navy blue knee length skirt (only
navy tights are allowed) or navy trousers
• Flat
 plain black shoes - no decorations (no
trainers or pumps)
Plus one of the following:
• P lain navy blue knee length skirt, (only
navy blue tights are allowed)
• Tailored navy blue trousers
 avy blue shalwar kameez
•N
• P lain navy pinafore dress
• Where a jumper/tank top is worn, it must
be one of the two school styles available
from the school uniform stockist
• Where a headscarf is worn, it must be plain
navy blue with the school colour braiding
Boys
• S chool blazer
• White shirt with collar and school tie
• Tailored navy blue trousers
• F lat black formal shoes (no trainers or
sports shoes)
• Where a jumper is worn, it must be one
with the school logo

Girls and boys
Jewellery
• One small pair of stud earrings (no
diamonds)
• 1 wrist watch
• No other jewellery is allowed
• Piercings are only permitted in the ear
lobe. Lip, nose, tongue or chin piercings
are not permitted.
Hair Styles
• No lines or patterns shaved in the hair
or eyebrows
• No hair decorations only plain blue/
black pins and clips
• No extreme hair dyes
Coats
Coats can be worn over blazers outside,
coats are not allowed to be worn in the
school building
Additional
• Hoodies and non-school jumpers are
not allowed and will be confiscated
if worn
• False nails of any type are not allowed
in school
• Tattoos must be covered at all times
• False eyelashes and makeup are
not permitted

What is the P.E kit for
Westborough High School
Boys/Girls Compulsory PE Kit
• Navy and purple rugby top (with school logo)
• Navy PE polo top (with school logo)
• Plain navy blue shorts (without school logo) and/or plain navy tracksuit bottoms
(with school logo)
• Plain navy knee length football socks
• Shin pads
• Trainers with laces (indoor and outdoor) (strictly no ankle boots or pumps)
Advised (Optional) Extras
• Navy Blue Sports Hijab (can be purchased on ParentPay for £3)
• Towel
• Plain navy blue thermals (to be worn underneath)
• Spare underwear

Navy PE polo top
(with school logo)
Navy and purple rugby
top (with school logo)

Plain navy blue shorts
(without school logo) and/or
plain navy tracksuit bottoms
(with school logo)

Plain navy knee
length football socks
Shin pads

Before school,
break times
and lunch times
Break and Lunch Time
We have a range of healthy food and snacks
available for you to buy at break and lunch
time. Food is available at different locations
around the school like the Dining Hall and
the Snack Shack. Your form tutor will give
you more information in September about
where to go for food and at what time.
Please make sure you bring a bottle of
water to drink throughout the day to keep
you hydrated.
Breakfast Club
The Westborough High School ‘Early Kickoff’ breakfast club is funded by and in
partnership with the Huddersfield Town
Foundation. Together we provide our pupils
with an excellent opportunity
to prepare themselves for their day of
learning ahead.
We serve a range of Breakfast items, toast,
porridge, cereals, fruit juice, hot chocolate
and fruit pots all free of charge.
Breakfast club runs from 7.30am – 8.20am
every morning and there are a wide range
of activities on offer. Board games, arts and
crafts, table top games such as connect four,
Jenga and noughts and crosses to name a
few. We also have Nintendo Wii’s, Nintendo
DS’s, and opportunities for pupils to
participate in football, netball or basketball.
Pupils can also complete homework and
read from a range of books and magazines.
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The Pupil
Planner
You will receive a Pupil Planner
when you start Year 7. You must
keep this with you at all times
because you will need to record
information in it and so will your
teachers. Your parents and carers
may also want to use this to
communicate with members of
staff, and to also monitor your
progress at school. It will be signed
by your form tutor and your parent
or carer every week.
Successful pupils use their planner
very effectively to organise their
school life. They record hand in
dates for homework, school sports
fixtures and many other key dates.
It also contains your timetable
and a map of the school, which is
essential for every Year 7 pupil.
Your form tutor will spend
time going through the school
planner during your first week at
Westborough High School, helping
you to use it properly.

Rewards
How will my child be rewarded
at school?
Rewarding pupils is extremely
important to us and all members of
the school community encourage
positive behaviour and reward pupils
on a daily basis. We are constantly
looking for pupils who are ‘getting it
right’ to reinforce positive behaviour.
We use an on line system called Class
Charts which allows you and parents
and carers to see all of the positive
interactions that you are having in
school in ‘real time’. ‘Praise Points’ can
be awarded for the following, although
this list is not exhaustive.
• Excellent attendance and punctuality
• Having a consistently good attitude
to learning
• Excellent class work and homework
• Positive contribution in lessons
• Being a positive role model to
other pupils
• Achieving targets in assessments
and examinations
• Contributing to the school
community through extracurricular activities

Year 7 classes
ADT

French

Through Art, Design and Technology you will have a unique
opportunity to use a wide range of practical outcomes to express
yourself. ADT promotes individuality, independence, creativity
and requires you to challenge and question the world around you.
You will develop ideas and bring these ideas to life in the form
of artwork, joinery, textile and food products. The creative and
cultural industries are the fastest growing in the UK and most
employers value creative, innovative and skilful people.

In Year 7 you will have two French lessons a week. During this time, you
will begin the journey of fostering curiosity in the French language by
maximising the opportunities to communicate in French. By the end of
year 7 you will be able to understand and communicate personal and
factual information and to express and justify personal points of view.
We will cover the following topics: Back to basics, descriptions, free
time activities, my school, family, future plans, food and talking about
where you live. In addition to the topics, we will explore the Francophone
culture enabling you to develop as a global citizen.

Computing
In computing we aim to give you a high-quality computing
education which will equip you to use computational thinking
and creativity to understand and change the world. You will learn
about the principles of information and computation, how digital
systems work, and how to use information technology to create
your own programs and systems. You will have the opportunity
to work on things like robotics through programming. The
curriculum aims to equip you to use, express yourselves and
develop your ideas through computer technology at a level
needed for the future workplace. We can’t wait to welcome you
to Computing at Westborough High School.

Drama
In Drama, you will embark upon an exciting journey where you
will explore a range of performance styles, scripts and different
starting points to develop your own, inspirational performance
work. You will develop your ability to build and perform a variety
of characters, develop your self-confidence, public speaking,
collaborative and independent work as well as stretching your
creativity and imagination. Drama at Westborough is dynamic,
challenging and engaging. We aim to inspire you to participate
widely in extra-curricular opportunities and to learn to love this
most creative art form. We can’t wait to welcome you into the
Drama Studios!

English
In English you will get the opportunity to study the wonderful
imaginative world that Literature creates. You will explore a wide
range of literature texts from Lord of the Flies to Noughts &
Crosses plus many more. During your time you will also gain the
opportunity to study a vast array of exciting Shakespearean plays,
learning about how Shakespeare created many famous storylines
we know and love today. You will spend time developing your
own creative writing and learning how to effectively express your
ideas and thoughts through both fiction and non-fiction writing.
We invest time in expanding your vocabulary ensuring you leave
Westborough confident to express yourself and articulate ideas.

Geography
Geography at Westborough will inspire in pupils a curiosity and
fascination about the world and its people that will remain with
them for the rest of their lives. Geography should equip pupils with
knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the
Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their
growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen
their understanding of the interaction between physical and human
processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks
and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales
are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

Year 7 classes
History

Music

History at Westborough will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge
and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It
will inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. We aim
to equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh
evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.
Our history curriculum helps pupils to understand the complexity of
people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and
relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity
and the challenges of their time.

Physical Education
In PE you will be given the opportunity to take your learning beyond
the classroom and develop confidence, motivation and competence
to be physically active. Not only will you enjoy many of the sports
that you already know and love, but also learn about new and exciting
activities. Careers in sport extend beyond just participation, so you
will be challenged to take on the role of coach, referee and even
choreographer! Furthermore, you will learn about the power of physical
education and how it can help you live an active, healthy lifestyle. We
also offer a wide range of inclusive extra-curricular opportunities are
available in order to develop talent and interest and provide pupils with
an opportunity to lead an active and healthy lifestyle.

Science
In science, you will cover biology, chemistry and physics, while
learning how to write, speak and question the world like a
scientist. In biology you will explore the living world around you,
examining the microscopic world that exists, yet cannot be seen
with the naked eye. In chemistry, you will observe, question and
understand how solids, liquids and gases can change between
each other, and even how, on some rare occasions, solids can
quickly transform straight into a gas. Finally, physics explores
the nature of energy and matter, and you will travel to the outer
reaches of the universe to understand why days, months and
seasons are dependent on the careful balance between the Earth,
the Sun and the Moon.

Within your Music lessons, you will have the opportunity
explore creativity through composing brand-new material, to
discover and develop a passion for performing and to listen to
and evaluate music from around the world. In Year 7 you will
have the chance to perform with a wide range of instruments
such as African or samba drums, electronic keyboards, guitars
and percussion. You will be able to reflect upon their music
making and interpret what they hear using an impressive
musical vocabulary.

Maths
Mathematics at Westborough will help pupils to understand
how mathematics is essential to everyday life, critical to science,
technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy
and most forms of employment. Pupils will be inspired by how
mathematics has been used to provide solutions to some of history’s
most intriguing problems and appreciate the beauty and power of
Mathematics. A sense of enjoyment and curiosity around the subject
will be formed. We are committed to developing mastery in all areas
of Mathematics at KS3, allowing pupils to interconnect mathematical
concepts with ease, whilst being able to identify patterns and
overlapping concepts within the subject.

Rewards

Mobile phones

When pupils achieve certain thresholds
with their ‘Praise Points’ they are eligible
for particular rewards, which include:
• Certificates sent home from their Progress Leader, Class teacher
and positive phone calls home
• Recognition in rewards assemblies and entries into prize draws

We do not allow any mobile devices to be used in the
school building. If you do have one, then it needs to be in
your school bag and switched off until you leave the school
premises at 3.00pm.

Looking forward...

• Options to trade in ‘Praise Points’ at the Rewards Shop
• Early lunch passes
• Hot chocolate with the Head
• Prom ticket discount

Reward Certificates

• VIP reward events
• On the spot rewards
• Headteacher’s award ceremony

2000
1800
1500

And many
more...

1200

Headteacher Award
Excellence Award

(& Progress Leader phone

Diamond
Platinum

(& Year Leader phone

900

Gold

600

Silver

300

call home)

call home)

(& Form Tutor phone call

Bronze

home)

Now that you have read this guide you
have taken your first steps to becoming
a pupil at Westborough High School.
We are looking forward to:
Making your transition between primary to secondary a smooth,
stimulating, and enjoyable experience.
Ensuring an all-embracing, friendly, and comprehensive induction
process is completed.
Providing you with continuous outstanding pastoral support.
Providing you with the foundation to achieve outstanding
academic results.
Celebrating with you when you make progress in
every aspect of school life.

Notes...

Notes...

Westborough High School
Stockhill Street
Dewsbury
West Yorkshire
WF13 2JE
Tel: 01924 469 549
Email: office@w-h-s.org.uk
Twitter: @WestboroughHigh
www. w-h-s.org.uk

