
 Year 8 – French – Summer 1 – KNOWLEDGE OVERVIEW 

Knowledge Overview 
 

Unit Title: Where I live  Guideline Time: 14 lessons 
Links to prior learning: Students will continue to build on pronunciation and 

grammatical rules taught throughout T1-3, including: 
word order, adjectival agreement, connectives, 
expressing justified opinions, using comparative 
structures. In T3, students learned how to conjugate 
regular er verbs (jouer) and will now apply this 
knowledge to the verbs habiter & parler. Students 
will recall T3 knowledge of weather & free-time 
activities to use in the context of home & local area. 

VIPs (Very Important Points): 
By the end of this unit, students should be able to: 
 
State their country, nationality & what languages they speak. 
 
Conjugate habiter and parler in the present tense. 
 
Know when to use en/au/aux/à. 
 
Apply adjectival agreement rules when describing 
nationalities. 
 
Recognise differences between capitalisation rules in French 
& English. 
 
Name types of house; rooms in a house & types of furniture. 
 
Use prepositions to give details about an object's location. 
 
Express justified opinions about their home. 
 
List places in a town and express justified opinions about 
these places. 
 
Conjugate the verb aller in the present tense. 
 
Use comparative sentences to enhance descriptions. 
 
Link weather & free time activities to the topic of town & 
local area. 

Link across units: Introduction to Francophone Culture – 
Towns/cities/countries/languages 
free-time activities– weather, free-time activities & 
regular er conjugation. 
Weekend plans – aller conjugation 
Making Plans – places in town 
 

 
Character/Wider 
Development: 

Students will consider their own nationality and identity and 
are encouraged to respect different cultures & backgrounds, 
promoting tolerance. 

Distance Learning Students will be following the scheme of learning and work will 
be provided on MS teams for any student working remotely 
due to Covid-19 

 
  



OVERVIEW OF TEACHING SEQUENCE 
Sequence  Learning Focus 

or Key Question 
Learning 

Outcomes 
Key Words Depth of Learning  Misconceptions 

Week 1 
12.04.2021 – 
countries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nationalities & 
languages 
 

to speak about 
where you and 

others live 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to consider what 
your nationality is 

and what can 
affect your 
nationality 

to give 
information 
about the 

language(s) you 
speak 

I can… 
recognize 
European 
countries 
conjugate the 
verb habiter 
determine the 
gender of 
countries 
use the correct 
word for ‘in’ 
 
 
state what my 
nationality is & 
talk about others’ 
nationalities using 
the correct 
adjectival 
agreement 
state which 
language(s) I 
speak 
conjugate parler 
 

J’habite, 
Angleterre, 
France, 
Espagne, Italie, 
Allemagne, 
Écosse, pays de 
Galles, Irlande, 
Grèce 
 
 
 
 
anglais(e), 
français(e), 
espagnol(e), 
italien(ne), 
irlandais(e), 
grec/grèque, 
gallois(e), 
allemand(e), 
écossais(e) 

Students will conjugate the 
verb habiter in the present 
tense – LAPS 1st & 2nd person 
singular, HAPS full paradigm. 
Determine when to use 
en/au/aux/à depending on 
the gender of the country. 
 
Students will conjugate the 
verb parler in the present 
tense – LAPS – 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
person singular; HAPS – full 
paradigm. 
Students will reflect upon their 
own nationality and what 
may influence someone’s 
nationality. 
 

anglais = England 
français = France 
There’s only one way ‘in’ say to in French 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lack of understanding of the concept of 
nationality/factors that could influence 
nationality, confusing adjectives of 
nationality/language with the noun of the 
country e.g. mixing up anglais/Angleterre 
 

Week 2 
19.04.2021 – 
Types of house/ 
accommodation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to discuss where 
you live 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

identify different 
types of 
accommodation 
give justified 
opinions about 
accommodation 
types 
use comparative 
structures 
 
 
 
 
 

une maison, 
jumelle, 
individuelle, un 
appartement, 
un pavillon, une 
ferme, un gîte, 
plus/moins… 
que, je voudrais 
habiter, 
j’habitais 
 
 
 
 

 
Students will build on their 
knowledge of the 
conjugation of habiter in the 
present tense to start to use 
key conjugations in 
past/future time frames. 
Students will describe where 
they live(d)/would live using 
justified opinions & 
comparative structures. 
 
 

Pronunciation of j’habite vs. j’habitais could 
lead to misunderstandings.  
Formation of comparatives e.g. ‘more big 
than’ rather than ‘bigger’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Describing 
where you live 
 

to describe your 
house 

 
 

identify and 
express justified 
opinions about 
rooms of a house 
use comparative 
structures 

 
un salon, une 
cuisine, une 
salle à manger, 
une salle de 
bains, une 
chambre, un 
bureau, un 
jardin, au rez-
de-chaussée, 
au premier 
étage 

 
Students will give complex 
descriptions of their house 
using a range of sentence 
openers & comparatives. 
They will recap structures such 
as il y a & il n’y a pas de & 
HAPS will master these in 
different time frames (il y 
avait/il y aura). Students will 
use accurate adjectival 
agreement. 
 
Students will describe their 
bedroom in detail, using 
justified opinions, 
comparative structures & 
prepositions. HAPS will use key 
set phrases in other time 
frames e.g. il y avail/il y aura 
to enhance their descriptions. 

 
Adjectival agreement relating to the object 
of the sentence as opposed to the subject 
(because recently, adjectival agreement 
rules have been used with nationality, which 
does agree with the subject).  
 
Colloquial translation from English of j’ai 
instead of il y a. 
 
 
 
 
Adjectival agreement relating to the object 
of the sentence as opposed to the subject 
(because recently, adjectival agreement 
rules have been used with nationality, which 
does agree with the subject). 

Week 3 
26.04.2021 
Describing your 
bedroom 
 

to describe the 
furniture and 
layout of your 

bedroom using 
prepositions 

 

state what there 
is in my bedroom 
use prepositions 
to give 
information about 
the location of 
items in my 
bedroom 
 

un lit, une armoire, 
une commode, 
un tapis, une 
lampe, une 
étagère, une 
table, une chaise, 
un ordinateur, des 
posters, sur, sous, 
devant, derrière, 
dans, entre 
 
café, tabac, 
cinéma, 
(super)marché, 
musée, parc, 
piscine, banque, 
poste, mosquée, 
gare (routière), 
plage, école, 
église, hôpital, 
magasins 

Students will know when to 
use au/à la/à l’/aux to say to 
the/at the 
They will recap être in the 
present tense – LAPS – 1st 
person, MAPS – 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
person singular, HAPS – full 
paradigm 
 
LAPS – 1st person singular & 
plural, MAPS – 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
person singular, HAPS – full 
paradigm 
 
 
HAPS – use si as an alternative 
sentence opener to quand 
 
 

Colloquial translation from English of j’ai 
instead of il y a. 
At the/in the are the same word but 
change depending on the 
gender/spelling/plurality of the object of the 
sentence (4 options) 
 
 
 
 
 
Students may think that aller is a regular er 
verb & so follows the same patterns as 
jouer/habiter/parler etc. 
 
 
Contraction of si to s’ when followed by a 
vowel 
 



Week 4 
3.05.2021 
Places in town 

to state what 
there is in your 

town 
to say where you 

are & where 
you’re going 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to say what 
places there are 
and are not in a 
town 
 
Qu’est-ce qu’il y 
a dans ta ville? 
 

use être in the 
present tense to 
say where 
Iam/other people 
are 
use je vais to 
state where I am 
going 
 
 
 
 
 
 
use il y a and il 
n’y a pas de to 
describe what 
there is / isn’t in 
my town 
 
use adjectives 
with accuracy to 
add detail to my 
description 
 

 HAPS will use il y avait and il y 
aura to for descriptions in 
the past and future tense 
for complexity. They will 
also use the relative 
pronoun qui  to give more 
detailed descriptions  
MAPS will use il y avait  for 
descriptions of the town in the 
past 
LAPS will use il y a 

That il n’y a pas de is followed by the 
indefinite article – students may need to be 
reminded of its omission after the negative 
structure 
 
Position of adjectives – usual French word 
order of noun followed by adjective and 
exceptions such as grand, petit, joli which 
precede the noun or adjectives whose 
translation is dependent upon their position 
in the sentence e.g. proper 
 

Week 5 10.05 
2021 Directions 
 

To understand 
and give 
directions to 
places in a town 
 Pour aller à…? 
Où est/sont…? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To be able to use 

prepositions to 
give exact 

locations when 
giving directions 

I can …  
 
understand 
spoken and 
written directions 
to places in town 
 
 
use command 
words to give 
directions  
 
give directions 
and use 
prepositions to 
specify the 
locations of 
places 

allez, prenez, 
continuez, passez, 
tournez, traversez 
c’est à droite, à 
gauche, tout 
droit, première, 
deuxième, 
troisième rue, 
feux, pont, rond-
point, 
 
 
devant, entre, en 
face de, à droite 
de, à gauche de, 
à côté de, au 
coin, près de, loin 
de, de l’autre 
côté de la rue, au 
bout de (la rue) 

HAPS will use longer, more 
complex directions 
LAPS will use directions 
containing one or two 
instructions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HAPS and MAPS will use a 
wide variety of prepositions 
LAPS will use à droite de, à 
gauche de, en face de 
 
 

à droite (on the right) can be confused with 
tout droit (straight on) 
 
Use of cardinal numbers instead of the 
correct ordinal numbers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
à droite (on the right) can be confused with 
tout droit (straight on) 
 



Week 6 
17.05.2021 – Aller 
in the present 
tense 
 

to conjugate 
aller in the 

present tense 

conjugate aller in 
the present tense 
state the 
difference 
between a 
regular and an 
irregular verb 
 
 

je vais, tu vas, il 
va, elle va, nous 
allons, vous 
allez, ils vont, 
elles vont 
 
 

  

Week 7 
24.05.2021 
Linking weather 
& free time 
activities to town 
& local area 

to talk about 
what you 

do/where you go 
in & around your 

local area in 
different weather 

types 
 

To be able to say 
what activities it 
is possible to do 
in a town 
 
Qu’est-ce qu’on 
peut faire dans 
ta ville? 

 

link the weather, 
free time activities 
and places in 
town to produce 
complex 
sentences 
 
 
I can… 
  
name a range of 
leisure activities in 
my local area 
 
say what you can 
and can’t do in 
my town 
 

quand, si, à + 
place, pour 
 
 
 
Dans ma ville / 
mon village 
on peut/on ne 
peut pas 
aller au cinéma 
aller au centre 
commercial 
aller à la piscine 
faire du 
shopping 
manger aux 
restaurants 
boire aux 
bars/cafés 
visiter le 
château 
visiter le musée 
voir un match 
de foot/rugby 
 

HAPS will conjugate the full 
paradigm of pouvoir  
MAPS will use 1st & 2nd person 
singular plus impersonal form 
on peut 
Both will link two verbs using 
pour e.g. on peut aller au 
centre commercial pour faire 
du shopping 
LAPS will use on peut 
 
 

Confusion of on peut, je peux resulting in 
incorrect spelling of verb form 
 
 

 


