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 Big question 
 

Learning intentions Assignment Online Resource Offline Resource 

1 2 Lessons 
 
‘A Christmas Carol’ 
The Ghost of Christmas 
Past (Stave 2) 
Significant Episodes: 
 
What is the 
significance of the 
character, Fezziwig? 

To explore what makes Fezziwig the 
embodiment of the spirit of Christmas. 
 
To examine how Fezziwig provides a direct 
contrast to Scrooge. 
 
To consider how Scrooge is the embodiment 
of Benthamite philosophies and Malthusian 
economics (extreme example of self-interest 
which Dickens wishes to attack). 
 
To analyse how aspects of Fezziwig’s character 
are conveyed through language and structure. 
 

How and why does 
Dickens present 
Fezziwig as an 
attractive character? 
[30 marks] 

Either watch the clip of 
Fezziwig’s Christmas party 
from a film version or look 
at the image provided.  
Annotate the image with 
what you think makes the 
character the embodiment 
of Christmas. Consider his 
actions towards others, his 
facial expressions and his 
physical appearance. 
 
Read and annotate the two 
extracts provided.  
 
Make notes on how 
Fezziwig contrasts with the 
Benthamite philosophies 
and Malthusian economics 
(see sheet below). 
 
Examine the quotation 
which summarises how this 

Live lesson, but 
also access the 
following links: 
 
A Christmas Carol 
- GCSE English 
Literature 
Revision - AQA - 
BBC Bitesize 
 
'Fan' and 
'Fezziwig': 'A 
Christmas Carol' 
Analysis - YouTube 
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is a learning experience for 
Scrooge before completing 
the table provided which 
asks you to consider 
Fezziwig’s qualities as an 
employer compared with 
Scrooge. 
 
Highlight, underline and 
label any features of 
language in the extract 
which present Fezziwig as a 
jovial, lively and warm 
character. 
 
Complete quotation bursts 
for the key features of 
language before reading 
the model and considering 
what makes an effective 
response. 
 
Finally, write a detailed 
analysis in response to the 
exam question:  How and 
why does Dickens present 
Fezziwig as an attractive 
character? 
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2 2 lessons 
 
GCSE Poetry from the 
Anthology 
 
Comparing ‘Winter 
Swans’ with ‘Singh Song!’ 
 
How do people 
overcome struggles and 
find fulfilment in their 
relationships? 

To provide a thoughtful, developed comparison of 
two poems in which you consider key ideas, 
themes feelings and attitudes. 
 
To blend apt references integrated into 
interpretation(s)  
 
To provide a detailed examination of writer’s 
methods with subject terminology used effectively 
to support consideration of methods. 
 
 To provide an examination of effects of writer’s 
methods on reader.  
  
To demonstrate thoughtful consideration of 
ideas/perspectives/contextual factors shown by 
examination of detailed links between 
context/text/task. 
 

 Watch the two youtube 
videos first to consolidate 
and revise knowledge of 
key themes, images and 
structural features 
presented in the love and 
relationships cluster of 
poetry.  
 
 
Once you’ve reread and 
annotated the poems, 
make a list of all the 
struggles and problems the 
couples experience in both 
poems. 
 
Read the resources 
provided as a reminder of 
how romantic love is 
demonstrated in both 
poems, then think of three 
ways in which the poems 
explore similar ideas. 
 
Using the resources 
provided of the table, look 
at the three similarities 
outlined in the first column, 
then identify quotations 
from each of the poems to 

Live lesson, but 
also access the 
following links: 
 
Overview - Winter 
Swans by Owen 
Sheers - GCSE 
English Literature 
Revision - BBC 
Bitesize 
 
 
 
Watch Mr Bruff’s 
analysis of ‘Winter 
swans’: 
Owen Sheers: 
'Winter Swans' Mr 
Bruff Analysis - 
YouTube 
 
Watch Mr Bruff’s 
analysis of ‘Singh 
Song!’: 
'Singh Song!' Mr 
Bruff Analysis - 
YouTube 
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support those key 
similarities and write them 
in the appropriate boxes. 
 
Looking at one pair of 
quotations at a time in 
sequential order of 
similarity, complete 
quotation bursts 
considering how the 
language and structure 
within the quotations 
conveys the feelings and 
attitudes of the narrators. 
 
Consider the three part 
model provided examining 
why it is an effective 
response before attempting 
to write your answer to the 
‘Big Question’. 
 

3 2 Lessons 
 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
 
Attitudes towards 
marriage 
Parental love 
 

Demonstrate a clear understanding of 
contextual factors to inform both a 
contemporary audience response, as well as a 
modern response. 
 
Show a clear understanding of Lady Capulet’s 
character. 

Starting with this 
speech, explore the 
extent to which 
Shakespeare presents 
Lady Capulet as a 
mother only concerned 
with money and 
status. Write about: 

The most important thing 
about marriage is that you 
choose someone who 
improves your life in some 
way.’ 

1. Do you agree or 
disagree? Why? 

Live lesson, but 
also access the 
following links: 
 
Romeo and Juliet - 
GCSE English 
Literature 
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How does Shakespeare 
present ideas about 
marriage and 
parenthood through 
the character of Lady 
Capulet? 

Retrieve relevant, appropriate textual 
evidence. 
 
Show insight into Lady Capulet’s character in 
relation to key ideas and themes presented in 
the play. 
 
Examine how her personality is conveyed 
through language and structure. 
 
Demonstrate critical skill. 
 
 

• how Shakespeare 
presents Lady Capulet 
as a mother in this 
extract.  
• how Shakespeare 
presents Lady Capulet 
as a mother in the 
whole play. 
[34 marks] 
 

2. What would the 
other characters on 
this slide have 
thought? 

Now apply this statement 
to characters such as Lord 
Capulet, Romeo, Juliet and 
the friar. 
 
Read the resource provided 
which outlines Elizabethan 
attitudes at the time and 
make brief notes to 
demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the 
context. 
 
Watch an opening clip of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ where 
Lady Capulet wishes to 
speak to Juliet about the 
prospect of marrying Paris 
(Act 1). 
 
Read and annotate Lady 
Capulet’s sonnet from Act 
1. Can you identify aspects 
of language and structure? 
What is revealed about 

Revision - AQA - 
BBC Bitesize 
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Lady Capulet’s attitude 
towards marriage here? 
 
Complete a quotation burst 
of: ‘In gold clasps locks in 
the golden story’ 
 
 
Annotate the model with 
annotations provided 
before writing your own 
response to the question. 
 
Now read and annotate the 
extract from Act 3 scene 5. 
 
Examine the effects of 
language in the quotations 
provided, then complete 
your full answer comparing 
what Lady Capulet is like as 
a mother in Act 1 to what 
she is like in Act 3. 

4  
2 Lessons 
 
‘A Christmas Carol’ 
The Ghost of Christmas 
Present’ (Stave 3) 

Apply the religious context to the novel. 
 

Consider what Tiny Tim represents and what is 
his purpose in the novella. 
 
Explore what makes him a figure deserving 
sympathy. 

Starting with this 
extract, how does 
Dickens present Tiny 
Tim as a sympathetic 
character?  
Write about:  

Consider the religious 
significance of the 
quotation below and how it 
applies to Tiny Tim. 
 
‘He told me, coming home, 
that he hoped the people 

Live lesson, but 
also access the 
following links: 
 
Tiny Tim in A 
Christmas Carol - 
Characters - AQA - 
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What is the 
significance of the 
character, Tiny Tim? 
 
 

Apply the social and historical context to Tiny 
Tim’s situation 

• how Dickens presents 
Tiny Tim in this extract  
• how Dickens presents 
Tiny Tim in the novel as 
a whole.  
[30 marks]  
 

saw him in the church, 
because he was a cripple, 
and it might be pleasant to 
them to remember upon 
Christmas Day, who made 
lame beggars walk and 
blind men see,’  (p80) 
‘God bless Us, Every One!’ 
(p116) 
 
TASK: What is Tiny Tim 
meant to be a walking 
reminder of here? What is 
he a metaphor of? 
 
Read the extract provided 
carefully, then annotate it 
with features of language. 
 
Examine the examples of 
language provided. Devise 
detailed quotation bursts of 
what they suggest about 
Tiny Tim. 
 
 
Read the model answer and 
annotate it with what 
makes it successful. 
 

GCSE English 
Literature 
Revision - AQA - 
BBC Bitesize 
The Cratchit 
Children: 
Character Analysis 
- 'A Christmas 
Carol' (Animated) 
- Bing video 
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Finally, write your response 
to the exam question 
outlined above under the 
column ‘Assignment’. 
 
 

5 2 Lessons 
 
GCSE Poetry from the 
Anthology 
 
Comparing ‘Climbing 
My Grandfather’ with 
‘Follower’ 
 
To what extent are the 
themes of childhood, 
identity and nature 
important in both 
poems? 
 

To provide a thoughtful, developed comparison of 
two poems in which you consider key ideas, 
themes feelings and attitudes. 
 
To blend apt references integrated into 
interpretation(s)  
 
To provide a detailed examination of writer’s 
methods with subject terminology used effectively 
to support consideration of methods. 
 
 To provide an examination of effects of writer’s 
methods on reader.  
  
To demonstrate thoughtful consideration of 
ideas/perspectives/contextual factors shown by 
examination of detailed links between 
context/text/task. 
 

How is the theme of 
childhood and identity 
significant in ‘Climbing 
My Grandfather’ and 
‘Follower’? 

 
Watch the two videos first 
to consolidate and revise 
knowledge of key 
themes, images and 
structural features 
presented in the love and 
relationships cluster of 
poetry.  
 
 
Examine the verb 
‘climbing’. What does this 
infer about the relationship 
between grandson and 
grandfather? 
 
What could the noun 
‘follower’ signify about the 
son’s relationship with his 
father? 
 
Read and annotate both 
poems before trying to 

Live lesson, but 
also access the 
following links: 
 
'Climbing My 
Grandfather': Mr 
Bruff Analysis - 
YouTube 
 
Seamus Heaney: 
'Follower' Mr 
Bruff Analysis - 
YouTube 
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identify three similarities 
between the two. 
 
Using the resources 
provided of the table, look 
at the three similarities 
outlined in the first column, 
then identify quotations 
from each of the poems to 
support those key 
similarities and write them 
in the appropriate boxes. 
 
Looking at one pair of 
quotations at a time in 
sequential order of 
similarity, complete 
quotation bursts 
considering how the 
language and structure 
within the quotations 
conveys the feelings and 
attitudes of the narrators. 
 
Consider the three part 
model provided examining 
why it is an effective 
response before attempting 
to write your answer to the 
‘Big Question’. 
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6 2 Lessons 

 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
 
The Theme of Love 
 
How does Shakespeare 
present ideas 
regarding different 
types of love in the 
play? 

Demonstrate a clear understanding of 
contextual factors to inform both a 
contemporary audience response, as well as a 
modern response. 
 
Show a clear understanding of the different 
types of love featured in the play. 
 
Retrieve relevant, appropriate textual 
evidence. 
 
Show insight into Romeo and Juliet’s 
characters in relation to key ideas and themes 
presented in the play. 
 
Examine how the theme of love is conveyed 
through language and structure. 
 
Demonstrate critical skill. 
 

Starting with this 
conversation, explain 
how you think 
Shakespeare presents 
Romeo as a 
despondent, confused 
character suffering 
from unrequited love. 
Write about:  
  how Shakespeare 
presents Romeo in this 
extract  
how Shakespeare 
presents genuine love 
elsewhere in the play. 
describes his actions 
and behaviour                           
                                                       
[30 marks] 
 

List as many different types 
of love which feature in 
‘Romeo and Juliet’. 
Refer to the characters 
experiencing each 
particular type of love. 
 
Watch the opening clip of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
How would you describe 
Romeo’s mood here? 
 
 
 
Contextual understanding: 
How would a contemporary 
Elizabethan audience react 
to Romeo’s behaviour in 
this scene? 
Challenge: how would the 
reaction of a modern 
audience be different.  
What is the name of the 
Italian poet that Romeo is 
mimicking the behaviour 
of? 
 
Now read the extract 
provided and annotate it 

Live lesson, but 
also access the 
following links: 
 
Romeo and Juliet - 
GCSE English 
Literature 
Revision - AQA - 
BBC Bitesize 
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with as many linguistic 
features as you can find. 
 
Complete quotation bursts 
of the following:  
“As is the bud bit with an 
envious worm 
Ere he can spread his 
sweet leaves to the air, 
Or dedicate his beauty to 
the sun.” 
 
“Away from light steals 
home my heavy son, 
And private in his chamber 
pens himself, 
Shuts up his windows, 
locks fair daylight out,” 
 
Consider the model 
provided and annotate it 
with what makes it 
successful 
 
Now read and annotate 
Romeo’s monologue from 
Act 1 scene 5. 
 
‘O, she doth teach the 
torches to burn bright!’ 
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What is the impact of the 
personification if Juliet can 
‘teach torches’? 
What do the ‘torches’ 
symbolise’? 
Consider the effects of the 
alliteration. 
 
 
‘Like a rich jewel in an 
Ethiope's ear;’ 
Consider the effects of the 
contrasting imagery of light 
and darkness. 
What similarities does Juliet 
share with a ‘jewel’? 
 
 
When Romeo and Juliet 
meet for the first time, 
their lines come together in 
the format of a sonnet. 
Why? 
Read the sonnet and 
annotate the religious 
imagery you can find. Why 
does Shakespeare employ 
religious imagery here? 
This holy shrine’ 
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Consider the effects of the 
metaphor. What are the 
similarities Juliet shares 
with a ‘holy shrine’? 
 
 
‘My lips, two blushing 
pilgrims, ready stand’ 
Consider the effects of the 
metaphor. What are the 
similarities Romeo’s lips 
share with a ‘pilgrims’? 
 
Now bring all of your 
analysis together to help 
address the exam question 
under the column 
‘Assignment’. 
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  Singh Song! 
 
 
I run just one ov my daddy's shops 
from 9 o'clock to 9 o'clock 
and he vunt me not to hav a break 
but ven nobody in, I do di lock - 
cos up di stairs is my newly bride 
vee share in chapatti 
vee share in di chutney 
after vee hav made luv 
like vee rowing through Putney - 
Ven I return vid my pinnie untied 
di shoppers always point and cry: 
Hey Singh,ver yoo bin? 
Yor lemons are limes 
yor bananas are plantain, 
dis dirty little floor need a little bit of mop 
in di worst Indian shop 
on di whole Indian road - 
Above my head high heel tap di ground 
as my vife on di web is playing wid di mouse 
ven she netting two cat on her Sikh lover site 
she book dem for di meat at di cheese ov her price - 
my bride 
     she effing at my mum 
     in all di colours of Punjabi 
     den stumble like a drunk 
     making fun at my daddy 
my bride 
     tiny eyes ov a gun 

my bride 
     she hav a red crew cut 
     and she wear a Tartan sari 
     a donkey jacket and some pumps 
     on di squeak ov di girls dat are pinching my sweeties - 
Ven I return from di tickle ov my bride 
di shoppers always point and cry: 
Hey Singh,ver yoo bin? 
Di milk is out ov date 
and di bread is alvays stale, 
di tings yoo hav on offer yoo hav never got in stock 
in di worst Indian shop 
on di whole Indian road - 
Late in di midnight hour 
ven yoo shoppers are wrap up quiet 
ven di precinct is concrete-cool 
vee cum down whispering stairs 
and sit on my silver stool, 
from behind di chocolate bars 
vee stare past di half-price window signs 
at di beaches ov di UK in di brightey moon - 
from di stool each night she say, 
     How much do yoo charge for dat moon baby? 
from di stool each night I say, 
     Is half di cost ov yoo baby, 
from di stool each night she say, 
     How much does dat come to baby? 
from di stool each night I say, 
     Is priceless baby - 
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‘Winter Swans’  
 
By Owen Sheers 
 
The clouds had given their all – 
two days of rain and then a break 
in which we walked, 
the waterlogged earth 
gulping for breath at our feet 
as we skirted the lake, silent and apart, 
until the swans came and stopped us 
with a show of tipping in unison. 
As if rolling weights down their bodies to their 
heads 
they halved themselves in the dark water, 
icebergs of white feather, paused before 
returning again 
 
 

like boats righting in rough weather. 
‘They mate for life’ you said as they 
left, 
porcelain over the stilling water. I 
didn’t reply 
but as we moved on through the 
afternoon light, 
slow-stepping in the lake’s shingle and 
sand, 
I noticed our hands, that had, 
somehow, 
swum the distance between us 
and folded, one over the other, 
like a pair of wings settling after flight 
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 Climbing My Grandfather 
 
I decide to do it free, without a rope or net. 
First, the old brogues, dusty and cracked; 
an easy scramble onto his trousers, 
pushing into the weave, trying to get a grip. 
By the overhanging shirt I change 
direction, traverse along his belt 
to an earth-stained hand. The nails 
are splintered and give good purchase, 
the skin of his finger is smooth and thick 
like warm ice. On his arm I discover 
the glassy ridge of a scar, place my feet 
gently in the old stitches and move on. 
At his still firm shoulder, I rest for a while 
in the shade, not looking down, 
for climbing has its dangers, then pull 
myself up the loose skin of his neck 
to a smiling mouth to drink among teeth. 
Refreshed, I cross the screed cheek, 
to stare into his brown eyes, watch a pupil 
slowly open and close. Then up over 
the forehead, the wrinkles well-spaced 
and easy, to his thick hair (soft and white 
at this altitude), reaching for the summit, 
where gasping for breath I can only lie 
watching clouds and birds circle, 
feeling his heat, knowing 
the slow pulse of his good heart 

FOllower 
 
My father worked with a horse-plough 
His shoulders globed like a full sail strung 
Between the shafts and the furrow. 
The horses strained at his clicking tongue. 
 
An expert. He would set the wing 
And fit the bright steel-pointed sock. 
The sod rolled over without breaking. 
At the headrig, with a single pluck 
 
Of reins the sweating team turned round 
And back into the land. His eye 
Narrowed and angled at the ground, 
Mapping the furrow exactly. 
 
I stumbled in his hob-nailed wake, 
Fell sometimes on his polished sod; 
Sometimes he rode me on his back 
Dipping and rising to his plod. 
 
I wanted to grow up and plough 
To close one eye, stiffen my arm. 
All I ever did was follow 
In his broad shadow round the farm. 
 
I was a nuisance, tripping, falling, 
Yapping always. But today 
It is my father who keeps stumbling 
Behind me, and will not go away. 
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