
Year 9 English - home learning resources – Spring Term 

Provided below is an overview of the knowledge and skills that you will be learning and practising whilst 
you are working from home. You will use a combination of resources on Microsoft Teams, resources from 

online and activities included in this booklet to achieve the learning intentions of your lessons. 

To access the required recordings on Microsoft Teams, follow the instructions below: 

 Log in using your login details 
 Click on “Year 9 English” Team 

 Click on “files” and enter folder entitled “Spring Term 1 – section 1 recordings” 
 

Upload all the work that you do on your MS Teams channel by either completing work on 
a word document or taking pictures of the work you do on paper and attaching to a post. 

Year 9 remote learning plan 
Big 
question/concept 

Learning 
intentions 

Resources 

Big Question : What 
was life like in 
Victorian Britain? 

To increase your 
contextual; knowledge 
of Victorian Britain via 
guided research. 
 
To learn how to 
summarize material. 

To read:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/ 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/workhouses.html 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-
47750425 
https://www.bl.uk/victorian-britain/articles/victorian-prisons-and-
punishments 
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-
stories/medicine/cholera-victorian-london 
https://www.kidadl.com/articles/rich-and-poor-victorians-ks2-a-
comparison 
 
Videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xh_Lk7kDrUI 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcjxhyc/resources/1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcpqCdIXmHE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blyYxpNbgeU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q94mPWu0Ej8 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HiqY8YK_7pw 
 
MS Teams video in Year 9 channel. 
 
Offline to read: Victorian history booklet. 

Big Question: How do 
writers use language 
to present London? 

To be able to 
understand the key 
ideas in a 19th 
Century text and gain 
an insight into how 
the poor lived in 
Victorian London. 
To be able to 
understand how to 
write successful 
descriptive writing. 

Online to read:  
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-
stories/medicine/cholera-victorian-london 
 
 
MS Teams video in Year 9 channel. 
 
Offline to read: Sources in booklet.  Two sources (page 12 & 13 of 
booklet above) 
 
Descriptive writing example (p 14 onwards) of booklet 



 

Learning Focus – What was Victorian Britain like? 

Instructions for your home learning session 1: 
 

You’re aiming to learn some of the history around Victorian Literature 
 

1. Watch the video clips on the powerpoint which is saved in your Microsoft Teams channel called “Victorian 
Britain” on slide 2 or in the table above. Make notes about what information you learn about this time 
period. 

2. Read the sources pages 1-13 in the “Victorian booklet” that you have been given.  
3. Based on the sources you have read above and the information you watched in the videos, write a 

summary about the following categories that have been covered: 

o Life for the rich and poor  
o Working life for children  
o Industrial revolution  
o Workhouses 
o Coal mines 
o Working class life 

 
Your summary should the main information that you have found out about for that specific topic  

 
THIS IS WORK IS AN ASSIGNMENT THAT YOU NEED TO SUBMIT ON MS TEAMS IN YOUR CLASS CHANNEL. IF YOU 
CANNOT SUBMIT THIS DUE TO NO INTERNET ACCESS, YOU MUST BRING THIS PIECE OF WORK WITH YOU TO 
SCHOOL UPON YOUR RETURN. 

 

Learning Focus – How do writers use language to present London? 

Instructions for your home learning session 2: 

1. Read the source on page 14 of the “Victorian booklet” entitled “The Morning Chronicle: A Visit to the Cholera 
districts of Bermondsey by Henry Mayhew” 

2. Watch the MS Teams video which is titled “lesson 2” 
3. Summarise what happens in the extract into 4 bullet points 

   
   
   
  

4. Answer the following questions based on your own knowledge of the extract: 
 Decide: Why do you think Cholera spread so fast in Victorian London? 
 Decide: What does the writer think about the Cholera outbreak? 
 Identify the most shocking quotations within the extract. Why are these shocking? 
 Choose 3 top quotations that you believe best describe Bermondsey 

 
Instructions for your home learning session 3: 

1. Watch the MS Teams video entitled “lesson 3” 
2. Pick out language features in the source on page 14 of the Victorian booklet. See the powerpoint called 

“Victorian Britain” saved on MS Teams for help on what language feature are if needed (slide 17) 
3. Create a quote burst which considers a key quote that is used to present London – see video again and 

powerpoint for help with this. Also, use the structure below to help you complete this. 



 
 
 
 Key quote 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Answer the question ‘How do writers use language to present London?’ – see video and powerpoint for details 
 

Make sure you apply method + associations = inferences when creating this paragraph and use the ideas you have 
come with in your quotation burst. 

 
THIS IS AN ASSIGNMENT THAT YOU NEED TO SUBMIT ON MS TEAMS IN YOUR CLASS CHANNEL IF YOU CANNOT SUBMIT 
THIS DUE TO NO INTERNET ACCESS, YOU MUST BRING THIS PIECE OF WORK WITH YOU TO SCHOOL UPON YOUR 
RETURN. Essay title: ‘How do writers use language to present London?’ 
 
Instructions for your home learning session 4: 

1. Look at the following statement: 
 
By allowing the poor to live in such squalor, the rich in Victorian Britain were essentially sentencing them to 

death. 
 

To what extent do you agree with this statement? Give evidence why you think what you think. 
 

2. Watch the MS Teams video lesson 4 
3. Read the source on page 15 of the Victorian booklet 
4. Summarise what happens in the extract in 3 bullet points 

   
   
  

5. How is London described in the extract? Write down 5 adjectives/phrases that you would use to describe how 
London has been conveyed. 

   
   
   
   
   

6. Choose two positive and two negative quotations and write down 2 inferences for each about how they describe 
London. When completing this task use the following structure: 

 
Quotation = 1) inference  
                       2) inference 

 
7. How might this link to the class divide in London during the 19th Century? Explain your response to this in full 

sentences. 
 
01Instructions for your home learning session 5: 

1. Watch the MS Teams video lesson 5 

What does this quote reveal about 
London? 

What is the method used in this 
quote? What do you associate with 
this method? 

What different interpretations could you suggest 
about London based on the words in this quote? 



2. How does the writer present the two contrasting sides of London in the extract? Create a grid, like the one 
below where you consider the two different ways in which London has been presented. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Why did the poor live in such sinister and unhygienic environments if the rich were so wealthy and comfortable? 
Give reasons for your views. 
 

4. Choose a positive quotation about London from the source and create a quote burst – use the same structure 
from session three to help you complete this. 

 
5. Extended response 

 
How do writers use language to present London in a NEGATIVE way? 
 
Use your notes from the previous activities to help you create an extended response answering the above 
question. You must apply method + associations = inferences to explore how the quotation presents London in  
negative way.  

Watch the Teams lesson again for help. 
 

Instructions for your home learning session 6: 

1. Watch the MS Teams video lesson 6 – explains all below 
2. List things you notice about the photograph – on the powerpoint and page 17 of booklet  
3. Zoom in on the 5 key aspects. This means what are the 5 main things you notice in the photograph and add in as 

many details as you can. Use the following structure to help you do this: 
 

Part of the image Vocabulary - adjectives Vocabulary – adverbs 
and verbs 

Sensory ideas Figurative language 
ideas – simile, 

metaphor, 
personification 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
4. Write your introduction to your descriptive writing piece - see the powerpoint in your MS Team channel folder 

for a detailed structure to help you complete this. 
 
Instructions for your home learning session 7: 

1. Watch the MS Teams video lesson 7 – explains all below 

2. You will be writing the rest of your photograph description that you started in session 6 using the ideas that you 
came up with for each part of the image. 

3. Plan the vocabulary you will use – think of great words to go with the image 

One side of London Other side of London 



4. Write paragraphs 2 and 3 – zooming in on the houses and street if you are struggling– structure is on the 
powerpoint if you need help. See below for some suggested ways of starting your sentences: 

 Start your first sentence with a verb 
 Start your next sentence with an adverb 
 Describe the emotions involved using a complex sentence connected with a semi colon. 
 Use a simile in the next sentence. 
 Use a metaphor to explore the detail further. 

 
Instructions for your home learning session 8: 

1. What are the main sentence types? List the types of sentences you remember 
 

2. Write 2 examples of each of the sentence type you have identified above - a guide is on the powerpoint if you 
are struggling. 

 
3. Write paragraphs 4 & 5 – zooming in on people - guides on the powerpoint for session 8 if you are struggling.  

 
THIS IS AN ASSIGNMENT THAT YOU NEED TO SUBMIT ON MS TEAMS IN YOUR CLASS CHANNEL IF YOU CANNOT SUBMIT 
THIS DUE TO NO INTERNET ACCESS, YOU MUST BRING THIS PIECE OF WORK WITH YOU TO SCHOOL UPON YOUR 
RETURN. THE ASSIGNMENT WILL BE CALLED “DESCRIPTIVE WRITING RESPONSE”. 

 


