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English Home Learning Pack Summer 2020
This learning pack will look at the following skills, which will help you to prepare for going into 
secondary school in September: 

Lesson 1: Introduction to Magic
• Dictionary skills
• Making inferences
• Stating your opinion 

Lessons 2 to 4: A Wizard of Earthsea
• Understanding structure
• Building vocabulary
• Reading for meaning
• Descriptive writing – setting

Lessons 5 to 8: Howl’s Moving Castle
• Understanding characters
• Using quotations
• Building vocabulary
• Reading for meaning
• Descriptive writing – character

Lessons 9 to 11: Non-fiction sources
• Understanding non-fiction texts
• Analytical writing
• Reading for meaning
• Understanding writers’ intentions
• Understanding a 19th-century text

Lessons 12 to 15: Kindred
• Understanding context
• Analysing quotations
• Writing about context
• Writing a narrative with suspense

Lessons 16 to 17: The Magic Box
• Analysing poetry
• Looking at poetic methods
• Writing poetry



Lesson 1
Title: What are my opinions on sorcery and magic? 

Below are some words connected to the theme of magic.

Arrange them into alphabetical order and write them down.

spell

sorcery

witch

sorcerer

wizard

If you had already found the word spell, where in a dictionary
would you look for sorcery? Why?

Finished? Can you think of any connections between the five 
words? Write them down.

Challenge: ‘sorcerer’ and ‘sorcery’ are very similar. One of them 
refers to a person. Looking at the suffixes, which do you think 
this is, and why?



Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at  the theme of magic.

Where have you encountered

magic before? Think of any 

books, TV shows, movies etc. 

where you have seen it.

I have encountered magic when 
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________ 



Magic Witches Wizards

Complete the table with adjectives and other vocabulary you may associate with 
magic, witches and wizards. Aim for at least three adjectives for each.

The words ‘scary’ and ‘bad’ are not allowed – think of what other words you know!



For each image, write 
down:
• What is this image?
• What is happening?
• How is it related to 

magic?
• Is there anything unusual?
• What other vocabulary 

does it make you think of?

IMAGE 1: IMAGE 2:

IMAGE 3:



What are you opinions on sorcery and magic? 

Write an extended piece. Consider:
▪ Films you have watched and books you have encountered with 

sorcery and magic, and your impressions of them.
▪ Whether you believe in magic.
▪ The images and vocabulary you have explored in today’s lesson.

Use paragraphs 
to separate your 
ideas.

Use commas, 
full stops and 
capital letters.

Use colons, 
semi-colons and 
parentheses.



Lesson 2
Title: How can I understand the setting of a text? 

What kind of story do you think you would encounter based on the picture 
below? Write down your opinion, and why you think that.

I think I would encounter a 
story where ____________ 
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________ 



What is a setting?

➢ The setting is both the time and geographic location within a 
narrative or within a work of fiction. 

➢ A literary element, the setting helps initiate the main backdrop
and mood for a story. 

➢ Parts of setting may include culture, historical period, 
geography, and time of day.

➢ Along with the plot, character, theme, and style, setting is 
considered one of the most important parts of fiction.



For each setting, 

write down:
• What type of 

setting is this?

• What can you 

see?

• What kind of 

story might you 

encounter here?

• What is your 

opinion on this 

setting?

What is a setting?



What is a setting?
Below is some vocabulary that you 
will find in the extract we will look 
at this lesson. Match the vocabulary 
with the picture.

Port: a town or city with access to a 
sea/ocean which can be sailed on
Bay: part of the sea where the land 
curves inward
Valley: a low area of land between 
hills or mountains
Pasture: land covered with grass 
that animals such as cows or sheep 
are kept on
Ridge: a long, narrow hilltop or 
mountain



Opening of A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula Le Guin

THE ISLAND OF GONT, A single mountain that lifts its peak a 

mile above the storm-racked Northeast Sea, is a land famous for 

wizards. From the towns in its high valleys and the ports on its 

dark narrow bays many a Gontishman has gone forth to serve 

the Lords of the Archipelago in their cities as wizard or mage, or, 

looking for adventure, to wander working magic from isle to isle 

of all Earthsea. Of these some say the greatest, and surely the 

greatest voyager, was the man called Sparrowhawk, who in his 

day became both dragonlord and Archmage. His life is told of in 

the Deed of Ged and in many songs, but this is a tale of the time 
before his fame, before the songs were made.

He was born in a lonely village called Ten Alders, high on the 

mountain at the head of the Northward Vale. Below the village 

the pastures and plowlands of the Vale slope downward level 

below level towards the sea, and other towns lie on the bends of 

the River Ar; above the village only forest rises ridge behind 

ridge to the stone and snow of the heights.

While you read, 
underline any 
words that are 
related to magic 
and sorcery.



How can I understand unfamiliar words?

When you come across unfamiliar words, what could you do to find 
out what they mean?

Sometimes, you won’t have access to a dictionary or be able to look 
online. One thing you can do is look at the words around it to 

understand what it means. Let’s try it with the word ‘mage’. Annotate
your sheet as we go.

From the towns in its high valleys and the ports on its dark narrow 

bays many a Gontishman has gone forth to serve the Lords of the 

Archipelago in their cities as wizard or mage, or, looking for 

adventure, to wander working magic from isle to isle of all 
Earthsea



How can I understand unfamiliar words?

Now, have a go at this one. What do you think the word ‘voyager’ 
means?

From the towns in its high valleys and the ports on its dark narrow 

bays many a Gontishman has gone forth to serve the Lords of the 

Archipelago in their cities as wizard or mage, or, looking for 

adventure, to wander working magic from isle to isle of all 

Earthsea. Of these some say the greatest, and surely the greatest 

voyager, was the man called Sparrowhawk, who in his day 
became both dragonlord and Archmage.

Challenge: can you figure out what an 
Archmage might be?



How can I understand the setting of a text?
To understand the setting of a text, it is key to understand the words that the writer uses to 
describe it. Pick a set of questions, and have a go at answering the questions below to check 

your understanding. Use full sentences.

1. What is the name of 
the island in the 
story?

2. What is the weather 
like on the island?

3. Where was 
Sparrowhawk born?

1. What did 
Sparrowhawk become 
in his day?

2. What is the village of 
Ten Alders like?

3. What can you find 
below the village?

1. When is the story set 
when linked to 
Sparrowhawk’s life?

2. What contrasts does the 
writer use in the 
geography of the setting?

3. Who do the people from 
Gont serve as wizards or 
mages?



How can I understand the setting of a text?

1 thing you can do
to help understand a

word without a dictionary.

2 things you learned about the setting 
of the Island of Gont

3 things that are parts of a setting



Lesson 3
Title: How can I describe a setting in my own writing? 

There are two sentences below. Which do you think is more dramatic? Why? 
Write down your opinion.

Dramatic (adjective):
Exciting and impressive; to do with drama
‘The car chase I watched on TV was 
dramatic’.

Thick with moisture, the air was 
like a swamp. Steam sizzled off the 
verdant leaves, hissing like a viper.

The air was wet and warm 
and there was a lot of 
sounds about.

or

A B



Review: Setting

1. What is setting? Write down everything you can remember 
from the definition of it last lesson.

The island of Gont, a single mountain that lifts its peak 

a mile above the storm-racked Northeast Sea, is a 

land famous for wizards. From the towns in its high 

valleys and the ports on its dark narrow bays many a 

Gontishman has gone forth to serve the Lords of the 

Archipelago in their cities as wizard or mage, or, 

looking for adventure, to wander working magic from 
isle to isle of all Earthsea.

2. Last lesson, we 
looked at the setting 
in the opening of A 
Wizard of Earthsea. 
What has the author 
done to make her 
setting interesting 
and dramatic?



Show, don’t tell

One thing we can do to make our writing more interesting is to 
SHOW, not TELL.

The forest was big. There were lots of trees and 
the mountain was steep.

Stretching for miles, the forest covered the steep 
slopes like a carpet.

This is telling, not showing. It’s 
not very interesting to read.

This is showing, not telling. We 
can still understand that it must 
be a big forest with many trees.

Now, you try! Take a look at the sentence on 
the right. Can you rewrite it to make it more 
interesting? Remember to use:
• Interesting verbs
• Adverbs
• Adjectives

There were many animals such 
as squirrels and deer. There 

were noisy birds.

Challenge: can you include a simile or 
alliteration in your rewrite?



How creative can you be?

Have a look at the image. Imagine you 
were walking in the woods or a forest, 
and found it. Think about:

• What is it?
• What does it look like? – colour, 

age, material etc.
• How did it get there?
• Who does it belong to?
• What is around it?



Lesson 4
Title: How can I describe a setting in my own writing? 

Look at the two sentences below. Which one is showing, and which one is 
telling? How do you know?

The large mountain had snow on it 
a big blue sky behind it.

Snow blanketed the peak of the 
mountain like icing sugar, a 
clear, azure canvas as its 
backdrop.

or

A B

Challenge: can you find a simile and 
a metaphor in one of the 
examples?

Azure (adjective): bright blue
Canvas (noun): a thick, blank surface for 

painting



Show, don’t tell

Look at the picture below. Around it, do a mind map and write:
• Interesting adjectives, verbs and adverbs

• Sensory language – what can you see, hear, touch, smell?



Show, don’t tell

Now you should have an excellent word bank full of ambitious vocabulary to 
use! Your task now is to write a paragraph describing this setting.

Remember to include:
• Varied sentence starters
• Interesting verbs
• Adverbs
• Adjectives
• Sensory language

Challenge:
• Include a simile
• Include alliteration
• Include ambitious punctuation
like … : ; ( )



Lesson 5
Title: How can I explain my impressions of a character? 

This is a character called Howl, from the extract that we are going to read today.

How is Howl similar to any wizards you have seen or read about in lessons before?

Is there anything not typical about him as a wizard?

Typical (adjective): having
the normal or usual qualities
of something,
e.g. ‘It is typical for nurses to be
caring people’.



Review: Setting

What kind of setting is the picture below?

What adjectives would you use to describe it?

I would describe the setting 
as_____________________ 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________



Review: Setting

Howl lives in this place, which is called The Waste.

Would you expect this character to live there? Why or why not?

Also, consider the meanings of the words ‘waste’ and ‘howl’.

I would/would not expect 
Howl to live in The Waste, 
because______________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________



Today, we are going to be looking at how 
you can explain your impressions of 
characters.

An impression is an opinion, or what you 
think about something.

We are going to read the first paragraph 
from the Howl’s Moving Castle extract.

While we read, consider:
• What kind of person is the Witch of the 

Waste?
• Is she a typical witch?
• What is your evidence for your opinion? 



When we are explaining our impression of a character or a setting, we need to 
use evidence to back up what we say. We can do this by using a quotation.

A quotation is a word, clause, or sentence taken directly from a text.

In a quotation, we need to find a key word to explain our impression.

The quotation we will look at about the Witch of the Waste is:

“the witch had threatened the life of the King’s daughter.”

Annotate the highlighted words – what does it show us about the Witch 
of the Waste?



Now, we will read the second paragraph.

This focuses on a moving castle.

While we read, consider:
• What is the appearance of the castle?
• What is your evidence for your opinion? 

Last lesson, you looked at how to understand a 
word without using a dictionary. Let’s try it with 
this quotation about the Castle:

“a tall black castle suddenly appeared on the 
hills above Market Chipping, blowing clouds of 
black smoke from its four tall, thin turrets”

Now on the picture on the left, label where 
you think the turrets are.



Now, we will read the third paragraph.

This focuses on Howl.

While we read, consider:
• What kind of person is Howl?
• What is your evidence for your opinion? 

You now have an independent task.

Your task is to:

1. Pick out a quotation which describes Howl.
2. Find the key word(s) in that quotation.
3. Annotate it, showing what your impression 

of Howl is.

Challenge: is Howl a typical 
wizard? Why/why not? Annotate 
the extract with your thoughts.



Now, you need to write your own paragraph about Howl. Use one of the 
quotations that you have annotated. You can use the structure below if you 
would like.

What impression do you get of the sorcerers in Howl’s Moving Castle?

Additionally, I think that Howl is a _____________ person, as 
shown in the quotation “………..” The word “…….” suggests that 
Howl is __________ and ___________. People feel _________ 
about Howl, because… My impression of Howl is that…

Challenge: finished? Now, write a paragraph about the Castle. What is your impression of it, and
how does it add to your impression of Howl? Think about:
• What kind of person might live in such a castle?
• What effect is the castle having on the environment and the people around it?



Lesson 6
Title: How can I understand a character in a text? 

Recap: characters and setting

1. What is a setting in a story?

2. Why would you use a quotation when writing or talking about a text?

3. What is your impression of Howl from last lesson?

Challenge: can you think of any characters that your impression changed of when 
reading a book or watching a movie or TV show? Maybe you liked them at first, but 
then disliked them later.



Around this, list as many emotions 
and feelings as possible.

Be ambitious with your vocabulary!



How can I understand a character in a text?

What do you think 
the woman in the 
photo is feeling?
Why do you think 
that?

I think she is feeling 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________



How can I understand a character in a text?

Now, we are going to read the extract 
Howl’s Moving Castle – Sophie.
In it, we meet Sophie, a young girl with 
two younger sisters, Lettie and Martha.

While you read, underline any verbs, 
adjectives or adverbs which show that 
Sophie is a shy and nervous person.



How can I understand a character in a text? Reciprocal reading

One thing we can do when we read a text is to use reciprocal reading. This 
helps us understand a text clearly. It is useful when thinking about characters 
and their feelings.

1. Clarifier – find three words you did not know before and find their meanings.

2. Summariser – summarise three things that you learn about Sophie.

3. Questioner – write down two questions that you have about Sophie based on
the extract. The questions should start with ‘how’ or ‘why’.

4. Predictor – write down two things that you think could happen next in the 
story to Sophie.



How can I understand a character in a text?

From our reciprocal reading, you should now have a really clear understanding 
of Sophie as a character.

To finish, pick out a quotation which shows Sophie’s personality. Write it down, 
with a sentence explaining what it shows.

The quotation “__________________” shows that Sophie is a 
_________ and ____________ person, because…



Lesson 7
Title: How can I create my own character? 

Recap: vocabulary

Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

1. predict to approach and speak to someone boldly or aggressively

2. overwhelmed to say or guess what will happen in the future

3. accost to feel like something is too much to handle

4. clarify to make something clearer and less confusing



How can I create my own character?

Last lesson, we focused on understanding the character of Sophie. Let’s focus in a 
little more detail and look at how the author, Diana Wynne Jones, has used 
language to describe her.
Annotate your extract to show any word choices which show Sophie’s emotions.
Challenge: can you find a metaphor which shows that Sophie is shy and doesn’t 
stand out?

And when a young man in a fantastical blue-and-silver costume spotted 
Sophie and decided to accost her as well, Sophie shrank into a shop 
doorway and tried to hide.

The young man looked at her in surprise. “It’s all right, you little 
grey mouse,” he said, laughing rather pityingly. “I only want to buy you 
a drink. Don’t look so scared.”

The pitying look made Sophie utterly ashamed. 



How can I create my own character?

So now we can understand a little more about creating a character. Let’s take a 
look at what we need to do in order to create your own character successfully:

• Describe their appearance: we don’t need to know everything right away, 
but include bits of description in your writing. This could include: hair 
colour, clothes, eye colour, age, height, build

• Describe their emotions: remember to show, not tell, for this. How is your 
character feeling?

• Describe their actions: what is your character doing?
• Use ambitious vocabulary: try to level up words such as ‘happy’, ‘sad’, 

‘small’, ‘angry’, and use interesting verbs, adjectives and adverbs.
• Use figurative language: could you use a simile? A metaphor? Pathetic 

fallacy?



Similes and metaphors

Today we will work on creating your own character, and one of our goals is to use 
figurative language in our writing – specifically, a simile and a metaphor. They are 
very similar, but with one key difference: 

He ran as fast as lightningHe was lightning fast

This is a metaphor. It is comparing a 
boy/man’s speed to lightning.

This is still comparing a boy/man’s speed 
to lightning, but uses the word ‘as’. A 
simile uses the words ‘as’ or ‘like’ to 

compare two things.

Now you try: which of the below is a simile, and which is a metaphor?

Her eyes sparkled like emeralds. Her eyes were a glittering emerald lake.



Similes and metaphors – do it yourself!

Now, take a look at the two pictures on the right.

Choose one.

You must write one simile and one metaphor
to describe the person you have chosen.

You could choose to write about:
• Their eyes
• Their hair
• Their facial expression



Creating your character

Your task is to now write a paragraph about a 
character. If you want, you can write about the 
person in the picture on the right.

When you are writing, make sure you:

• Describe their appearance
• Describe their emotions: remember to show, 

not tell, for this. How are they feeling?
• Describe their actions: what are they doing?
• Use ambitious vocabulary: try to level up 

words such as ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘small’, ‘angry’
• Use a simile or metaphor.



Lesson 8
Title: How can I write about more than one character? 

Recap: characters
Write down all the differences you can remember between Sophie and 
Lettie/Martha from the Howl’s Moving Castle- Sophie extract. You can use 
quotations from the extract.

Sophie Lettie/Martha

Challenge: can you think of a simile or metaphor 
to describe Lettie/Martha?



How can I write about more than one character?

It’s important that characters contrast with each other, otherwise texts and movies 
might become boring, or confusing. Similarly, don’t have too many characters – having a 
few really good characters is better than many characters which aren’t developed.

Your task now is to build on what you wrote last lesson. Think of another character to 
introduce to your writing. This character must contrast with your first character. For 
example in Howl’s Moving Castle, Sophie is shy but Lettie is confident.

List details about your first character, and then list details for a second character.

My first character My second character



Using dialogue

Now that you have your second character, it is important to think about how they 
interact with your first character. Are they friends? Sisters? Father and son? 
Enemies? People meeting for the first time?

To show relationships between characters, writers usually use dialogue.

What does the dialogue below show about the relationship between Sophie and 
Lettie/Martha?

Sophie sank onto the stool, breathing the rich smell of 
cake and feeling a little tearful. “Oh, Lettie!” she said. “I 
am so glad to see you!”

“Yes, and I’m glad you’re sitting down,” said Lettie. 
“You see, I’m not Lettie, I’m Martha.”



Using dialogue – varying our vocabulary

The most common word you will see when reading dialogue in texts is “said”. 
However, there are so many different words you can use for dialogue.

Draw the chart arrow below, and add the words from loudest to quietest.

Loudest word Quietest word

murmured screamed cried whispered mumbled
shouted muttered announced said yelled



Using dialogue - punctuation

Sophie sank onto the stool, breathing the 
rich smell of cake and feeling a little tearful. 
“Oh, Lettie!” she said. “I am so glad to see 
you!”

“Yes, and I’m glad you’re sitting down,” 
said Lettie. “You see, I’m not Lettie, I’m 
Martha.”

In addition to using interesting words, it’s important to use the correct 
punctuation when writing dialogue, too.We use speech 

marks around what 
the speaker is 
saying. Remember 
to open and close 
them.

We use a comma before writing a word 
which shows how the person speaks, e.g. 
before “said”, “whispered”, “shouted” etc. 
We put the comma before we close the 
speech marks.

If the speech is at the end of a sentence, you
can use a full stop.

A new speaker 
needs a new 
line.

You can use an 
exclamation mark 
or a question 
mark before you 
close your speech 
marks.



Using dialogue

Copy down the extract below, and add in where you think you need:

• Speech marks
• A comma
• A new line

I have no idea what happened. I’m so 
confused said Lacey. I don’t know either. I’ve 
never seen encountered anything like it 
before whispered Adam.



How can I write about more than one character?

❑Characters’ appearance
❑Characters’ personality
❑Dialogue with speech marks
❑Punctuation . ,
❑A new line for a new speaker
❑Different words than “said”
❑A simile
❑A metaphor
❑Interesting verbs and adjectives
❑An adverb
❑Ambitious punctuation … : ; ( )

2. After you have finished, read 
through your work and annotate 
where you have done the things 
on the right.

Write down what you think you 
did well, and what you could 
include next time.

1. Your task now is to continue 
writing the story you did last 
lesson, and introduce a second 
character with dialogue.



Lesson 9
Title: How can I explore a non-fiction text? 

Match the words on the left with their definition on the right. Write these down.

Connected, linked

Impression

Annotate

Typical

Related to

Your opinion or thoughts about something

To add notes to something

Quotation

Normal, usual

A group of words taken from a text or speech



Review: Explaining your impressions of something

What can you use from a text as evidence to support your impression of 

something?

What punctuation do you use when you are writing down a quotation?

What do you zoom in on when you are using a quotation in your writing?



Fiction vs Non-Fiction

Fiction is literature, usually books 
and novels, which describes 
imaginary events and people.

Non-fiction is writing which is 
factual or informative, rather 
than imaginary.

What examples of non-fiction 
can you think of?

letters

autobiographies

newspapers

instruction manuals

magazinesblog posts

textbooks
travel writing

diaries 

reviews 



How can I explore a non-fiction text?

One key thing we can do when we read texts is to summarise
them.

Summarising is when you read something, then select the 
most important bits of information.

This is a key skill that you need to be comfortable with in a 
variety of subjects, such as English, history and geography.



At the courts at Lancaster in the autumn of 1612, twenty 
people, of whom sixteen were women of various ages, were 
committed for trial, and most of them tried for witchcraft.

The trials of the Pendle witches in 1612 are among the most 
famous witch trials in English history, and some of the best 
recorded of the 17th century. 
The twelve accused lived in the area surrounding Pendle Hill in 
Lancashire, and were charged with the murders of ten people by 
the use of witchcraft. 
Of the eleven who went to trial – nine women and two men – ten 
were found guilty and executed by hanging; one was found not 
guilty.
Six of the Pendle witches came from one of two families, each at 
the time headed by a woman in her eighties: Elizabeth Southern.
Outbreaks of witchcraft in and around Pendle may demonstrate 
the extent to which people could make a living by posing as witches. 
Many of the allegations resulted from accusations that members of 
opposing families made against each other, perhaps because they 
were in competition, both trying to make a living from healing, 
begging, and extortion.
In these times, witches were blamed for things such as infant 
death, disease and financial turmoil. 

1. Summarise what you 
have read – pick out 
what you think are the 
three most important 
things and bullet point 
them.

2. What is your opinion of 
what you have read?

3. Do you think this 
treatment was fair?

4. How would people have 
reacted today if this 
had happened?



Do you think witches still exist today?

If so, what do you think a typical witch is 
like?

How would you feel if you encountered a 
witch?

I think/don’t think 
witches exist 

today, because…

If I encountered a 
witch, I would 

feel…

In my opinion, a 
typical witch is…



1. How many years has it been since the Pendle Witch 
Trials?

2. What is Myrddin’s profession?

3. What does he say he doesn’t do?

4. Why does Myrddin wear a cloak?

5. What was Kathy’s profession?

6. How does Kathy describe herself?

7. Why does Kathy claim she casts spells?

Now we will read the article The Secret Life of Modern-Day Witches. When you 
have finished, answer the comprehension questions below.

Key words:
Coven – a group of witches
Revere – to deeply respect or 
admire something
Prejudice – a negative opinion that 
is not based on fact or truth
Paganism – religious beliefs that 
often include nature worship

See a word you don’t know? Try and figure out what it 
means using the words around it!



How can I explore a non-fiction text? - Reciprocal reading

Now, use reciprocal reading strategies to help you understand the text.

1. Clarifier – find three words you did not know before and find their meanings.

2. Summariser – summarise three things that you learn about modern-day 
witches from the text..

3. Questioner – write down two questions that you have about modern-day 
witches based on the extract. The questions should start with ‘how’ or ‘why’.



Now that you have read and summarised the article on 
modern-day witches, what is your opinion on witches? Has it 

changed?

What is your opinion on witches now?

My opinion on witches 
has/hasn’t changed, 

because…

I was surprised to learn 
that…

To add to your point, I 
think witches…



Lesson 10
Title: How does a writer create sympathy in a non-fiction text? 

Read the two quotations below. Which one do you feel more sorry for, and why?

Mrs Martin knew her 
grandmother, Helen Duncan, as 
a comforting woman she could 
trust, the granny with a special 
gift: talking to spirits.

Helen Duncan was an old 
woman that could do things 
others could not: she could talk 
to spirits.

A B

Challenge: in the quotation you picked, which key words would you focus on?



How does a writer create sympathy in a non-fiction text? 

Non-fiction writers often try to persuade us about their feelings on a particular 
topic. One way they do this is to try and create a feeling of sympathy for their 
subject.

Mrs Martin knew her 
grandmother, Helen Duncan, as 
a comforting woman she could 
trust, the granny with a special 
gift: talking to spirits.

This quotation is taken from 
an extract we are going to 
read today, called The Last 
Witch. What do you think the 
writer’s opinion on witches 
might be?



How does a writer create sympathy in a non-fiction text? - Reciprocal reading

Now, read through the article called Campaign To Pardon the Last Witch and 
use reciprocal reading to help you understand the text.

1. Clarifier – find three words you did not know before and find their meanings.

2. Summariser – summarise three things that you learn about Helen Duncan and 
how people reacted to her.

3. Questioner – write down two questions that you have about Helen Duncan 
based on the extract. The questions should start with ‘how’ or ‘why’.

Challenge: find any words you don’t know? Try using our method to find out what new words 
mean without using a dictionary before looking in one.



How does a writer create sympathy in a non-fiction text?

Now, we are going to annotate the text to see where the writer has tried to 
create sympathy. Make sure you:

• Find word choices which show how the writer has created sympathy 
towards Helen Duncan.

• Find word choices which show how the writer has created sympathy 
towards Helen Duncan’s family.

• Consider the writer’s opinion on Winston Churchill and Matthew Hopkins.



How does a writer create sympathy in a non-fiction text?

Now, we will explore the question above in more detail. You must now:

• Pick out a quotation which shows that the writer has created sympathy for 
Helen Duncan

• Pick out a key word from that quotation
• Write about what it suggests and what you associate with that key word.

Need help? Try using the structure below!

In the quotation “…….”, the writer creates sympathy for Helen Duncan. The 

word “……” associates with _________ and _________. This suggests that the 

writer feels that Helen Duncan ____________ and that ______________.



Lesson 11
Title: How can I explore and analyse a 19th-century non-fiction text? 

Review: non-fiction texts

1.What is the definition of ‘sympathy’?
2.Write down three examples of non-

fiction texts.
3.What should you include in a good 

summary?

Challenge: how could you 
make someone feel sympathy 
if you were writing a non-
fiction text?



Reread the first 4 paragraphs.

Out of the below statements, copy those which are true:

• Witch feasts are no longer practised in England
• Most people in England still believe in witchcraft
• Lucky stones hung from horses warded off evil spirits
• Peasants believed that witches flew on broomsticks
• Lucky stones hung from cows’ backs warded off evil
• Peasants believed witches could cause a person to die of 

disease

How can I explore and analyse a 19th-century non-fiction text? 

Read the article Witchcraft in 19th Century England

Challenge: finished? Write a brief summary of the text



Skim and scan over the text.

Highlight any phrases which tell 

you about what the writer thinks 

of witchcraft.

How can I explore and analyse a 19th-century non-fiction text? 

One way we can approach a non-fiction text 
which uses language different to what we are 
used to is to skim and scan.
It is where we only pick out the bits of 
information that we need while reading.



How can I explore and analyse a 19th-century non-fiction text? 

Do you think the writer believes in witchcraft?
Why or why not? 

Pick out a quotation to support your opinion.

I don’t think the writer 
believes in witchcraft, 

because…

The writer thinks that 
peasants are…

The writer might 
believe in witchcraft 

because… 



How can I explore and analyse a 19th-century non-fiction text? 

How does the writer use 
language to show his attitude to 

peasants and their belief in 
witchcraft?

Your task now is to answer this 
question independently.

Make sure you:

• Pick a quotation
• Focus on a key word or 

phrase in that quotation
• Explain what you associate 

with that word
• Explain how it links to the 

writer’s attitude

Not sure how to start your sentences? Look 
back at your work from last lesson. Use the 
same structure (but don’t write about 
sympathy!) 



What do you think of witches?

Over the last few lessons, you have looked at three different 
non-fiction extracts about witches.

What do you think about witches now?

Write a sentence of no more than thirty words explaining your 
opinion and the reason for it.



Date: [insert here]
Title: What is context and how is it used in texts?

How do you think the girl 
in this image is feeling?

Why?

Pay close attention to:
• Her facial expression
• Her surroundings – do 

the people around her 
look friendly?



Understanding the background

This woman’s name was Elizabeth Eckford. She was part of a 
group called the ‘Little Rock Nine’.

The Little Rock Nine were the first black students to go to Little 
Rock Central High School in 1957.

Previously, black students were not allowed to go to the same 
schools as white students, because of a system called 
segregation.

Segregation means ‘separation’. In the USA, black people were 
separated from white people in many ways, and they were 
treated as inferior to white Americans.



Understanding the background

You will now be shown some facts about segregation. What do you think about each one? 
Which one surprises you the most? 

Segregation between black and white people was legal in the USA, because 
people were said to be “separate but equal”.

Some cities in the USA introduced zoning laws which prohibited black families 
from moving into neighbourhoods with many white families.

Students in black schools received books that had been used by white schools 
before. The books were often badly damaged and falling apart.

Black people were not allowed to use the same parks, cinemas, waiting rooms, 
swimming pools, and even telephone boxes as white people.

Segregation only ended in the USA in 1964.



What is context?

It is important to know the context of a text when you read it.

The context is the background of a book, and could include:
• History – what important events have happened? e.g. a war
• Politics – what does the author believe in?
• Society – what are the values of people

Knowing the context of a text helps us to understand it more, and understand 
the author’s meaning.

The next few lessons will look at an extract from the book Kindred, and it is 
important that you understand the context of segregation in the USA for it.



Thinking about context

How would you feel if segregation existed in this 
country, and it was the law that you could be 
treated unfairly because of your race?

Write down at least one paragraph stating your 
opinion.

If segregation existed in the UK, I would feel…

One reason I feel that way is because…

In my opinion, it is important that…



What is today’s context?

Imagine that in the year 2050, somebody is reading a 
book that was written in the year 2020.

What could the context of the book be?

What might you learn about the year 2020 from 
reading it?

Write down three ideas.



Date: [insert here]
Title: How can I write about context? 

1. Write down the definition of segregation.

2. How were black people in the USA treated 
in the year 1815?

3. What is context?

Challenge: Butler wrote Kindred in 1979; 
segregation ended in the USA in 1964; do you 
think that is important to know? Why?



Recap - context

On the right is the cover of Kindred.

Take a close look at the cover. Without 
reading the book, what would you think it is 
about?

What might you guess about the context?

Based on the cover, I think Kindred might be 
about…

I think that the context could be…



Reading the extract - Kindred

The narrator of Kindred is a woman called 
Dana, a black woman who lives in the 
1970’s, but suddenly finds herself back in 
1815, due to some sort of strange, 
unexplained magic.

In 1815 in the USA, white people could own 
black people as slaves.

While we read, think about:
• How does Rufus’ mother react to Dana?
• How does Rufus’ father react to Dana?
• Are they right to react to Dana the way 

they do?



Kindred - Reciprocal reading

Now, use reciprocal reading strategies to help you understand the text.

1. Clarifier – find three words you did not know before and find their meanings.

2. Summariser – summarise three important events from the extract.

3. Questioner – write down two questions that you have about the characters 
based on the extract. The questions should start with ‘how’ or ‘why’.

4. Predictor – write down two things that you think might happen next.



How can I understand context?

Now, based on what you know about the context of the 
text, write down:

• Why do Rufus’ parents react badly to Dana, even 
though she is saving their son?

• What do you think Dana must be feeling like?

I think Rufus’ parents react badly because they might 
think Dana…

They might think this, because at that time…

I think Dana must be feeling _______ and _________, 
because in the USA in 1815, black people…

Challenge: can you include 
a quotation from the text 
to support your ideas on 
context?



Date: [insert here]
Title: How can I write about context? 

Put the events from Kindred in the correct order:

• Rufus’ mother begins hitting Dana.

• Dana saves Rufus from drowning.

• Dana sees a boy drowning in a river.

• Dana vanishes.

• Rufus’ father threatens Dana with a rifle.



Recap - context

It’s important to know about context. Writers don’t write, “I am writing about 
this because of this” in their books – they expect their readers to have some 
knowledge of context.

Octavia E. Butler wrote Kindred in 1979, only 15 years after segregation ended 
in the USA. Since her readers would mostly be adults, she knew they would 
understand the context, because they lived through segregation.

Writers can sometimes be quite subtle and it’s important as a reader to be 
able to pick things out so we can fully understand the meaning of a book.

Let’s look at some of the language that Butler uses when Dana is magically 
transported back to 1815.



Writing about context

Then, suddenly, the woman began beating me.

Dana has helped the Rufus, the 
woman’s son, but she is being attacked

The woman does not trust Dana.

She thinks Dana is dangerous even though she helped the son. The 
only thing the woman knows about Dana is her skin colour.

We can guess that the woman does not like black people.

Dana is not expecting to be attacked.

She is not used to being treated 
badly by people.

She is in a time where 
people treat her 
differently because of 
her skin.

Let’s have a look at the quotation below, and see what it can tell us about context.
This is after Dana has appeared at the river and saved Rufus from drowning.



Writing about context

I turned, startled, and found myself looking down the barrel 
of the longest rifle I had ever seen. 

Try doing this quotation burst and annotate the quotation. Focus on the 
highlighted words. 

• Is Dana used to being treated like this? How is it different from the time she 
lives?

• How is Rufus’ father behaving to Dana?



How is context used in Kindred?

Now, we can put our thoughts into a paragraph, where 
we write about context, and use a quotation to support 
it.

Your task now is to write one more paragraph, using the 
quotation “I turned, startled, and found myself looking down 
the barrel of the longest rifle I had ever seen.”

Use the sentence starters from class model to help you 
structure your paragraph.

Additionally, we can see Dana being treated badly in the 
quotation “…..”
We associate the word “…..” with ______ and _______.
This shows us that at that time…



Self-assessment

Write down one thing you need to improve 
from your paragraphs.

Write down two things you did well from your 
paragraphs.

Write down three things you have learned 
about context.



Date: [insert here]
Title: How can I build suspense in my story?

Which of the below endings would make you want to read more?

Why?

I tried to speak, but my voice was suddenly 
gone. I felt sick and dizzy. My vision blurred so 
badly I could not distinguish the gun or the 
face of the man behind it. I heard the woman 
speak sharply, but I was too far gone into 
sickness and panic to understand what she 
said.

Then the man, the woman, the boy, the gun all 
vanished.

I tried to speak, but my voice was suddenly 
gone. I felt sick and dizzy. My vision blurred so 
badly I could not distinguish the gun or the 
face of the man behind it. I heard the woman 
speak sharply, but I was too far gone into 
sickness and panic to understand what she 
said.

Then I woke up and realised everything was 
just a dream, it didn’t really happen, so I got 
up and ate my breakfast.

A B



How can I build suspense in my story?

I tried to speak, but my voice was suddenly 
gone. I felt sick and dizzy. My vision blurred so 
badly I could not distinguish the gun or the 
face of the man behind it. I heard the woman 
speak sharply, but I was too far gone into 
sickness and panic to understand what she 
said.

Then the man, the woman, the boy, the gun all 
vanished.

I tried to speak, but my voice was suddenly 
gone. I felt sick and dizzy. My vision blurred so 
badly I could not distinguish the gun or the 
face of the man behind it. I heard the woman 
speak sharply, but I was too far gone into 
sickness and panic to understand what she 
said.

Then I woke up and realised everything was 
just a dream, it didn’t really happen, so I got 
up and ate my breakfast.

This ending is a little boring, and it 
would make you think the story has 
finished. You wouldn’t want to know 
what happens next. 

This ending is full of suspense. It 
leaves you with questions, and makes 
you wonder what will happen next, 
especially because of the context.



What is suspense?

Suspense is when a story makes you feel excited 
or anxious, because you don’t know what is 
going to happen.

You can feel suspense when you read books, or 
watch TV shows and movies, or even sports.

Can you think of a time you have read or 
watched something and encountered a feeling of 
suspense?

One time I have encountered suspense is when I 
read/watched…



How can I build suspense in my story?

One way we can use suspense in a story is to include a 
cliffhanger.

A cliffhanger is something shocking and dramatic that 
happens at the end of a chapter of a book, or a TV show.

For example in Kindred, Rufus, his parents, and the gun 
suddenly vanish from Dana’s view.

In Howl’s Moving Castle, the cliffhanger in one part is that 
Sophie has been talking to her sister Martha, not Lettie.

A cliffhanger is something unexpected. It builds suspense 
and makes you want to know what happens next.



How can I build suspense in my story?

Why is she 
running?

Adjectives to describe the setting Adjectives to describe the character

Challenge: can you include something on context – what time period might this 
be in which makes her run away?

Verbs to 
describe the 
character

Sensory detail 
– what can be 
heard? 
Smelled? Seen?

A simile or a 
metaphor



How can I build suspense in my story?

Now, your task is to write 
at least two paragraphs for 
your story. Make sure you:

• Use interesting verbs and 
adjectives

• Use an adverb
• Use punctuation
• Write in paragraphs
• Use a simile or metaphor
• Use sensory detail
• Include a cliffhanger at the 

end to build suspense

Challenge: can you include personification 
of the trees or the fog?



Date: [insert here]
Title: How does the writer use language to present a magical feeling in The Magic Box?

Can you make any links between the images below? Write down your ideas.

I think the dinosaur skeleton could link with…

sari

Chinese dragon

Gujarati language

Dinosaur 
skeleton

smiling baby



Poetry

The five pictures are all things that we will find in the poem we are going to study, called The Magic 
Box.

What do you think the poem could be about?

How could the five things like with a magic box?

Write down your ideas.

Challenge: can you think of any 
poetic methods, e.g. metaphor, 
simile, which could link these 
five things to a poem about a 
magic box?



Poetic methods

Poems are much shorter than stories, so it is really important for poets to 
choose words and methods that convey their meaning in not many words.

Alliteration: repeated words beginning with the
same letter, e.g. the brave boy bellowed loudly

Sibilance: repeated words beginning with the
letter ‘s’, e.g. the silent snake slithered slowly

Metaphor: saying that one thing is another 
e.g. her hair is a silver waterfall

Repetition: the same word or phrase used many times in a text 
e.g. I have a dream that one day, we will be together.

I have a dream that one day, there will be peace.

Can you now come up 
with your own example 
for each of these poetic 
methods?



Reading The Magic Box

We will now read the poem The Magic Box.

Go through the poem and each stanza. Underline and annotate where you find:
• Alliteration
• Sibilance
• Metaphor
• Repetition

You may find more than one for some of the poetic methods, if so, underline and 
annotate more than one!

Stanza (noun):  a verse of a poem



How can I analyse poetry?

Let’s try doing a quotation burst. Annotate around it, looking for:

• What poetic method is used?
• What does each highlighted word make you think of?

“the swish of a silk sari on a summer night”

And now try with this quotation:

“a witch on a white horse”



How does the writer use language to present a magical feeling in The Magic Box?

Analysing poetry is done in the same way you would analyse any other text. You:

• Pick out a poetic method
• Pick key word(s) and write what you associate with it

• Make an inference (explain your thoughts)

Highlight and annotate where you find: 
the method, the key words and association, and the inference.

In The Magic Box, the poet creates a feeling of magic. The sibilance in the 
quotation, “the swish of a silk sari on a summer night” shows this, and creates a 
mystical, flowing sound. The words “silk” and “sari” both associate with 
something precious and valuable, as silk is an expensive material and a sari is a 
beautiful piece of clothing. By putting these in the magic box and using sibilance, 
the writer is presenting the feeling that magic is special and enigmatic.



How does the writer use language to present a magical feeling in The Magic Box?

Now, have a go yourself!

Write a paragraph answering the question at 
the top.

Use the quotation “a witch on a white horse” 
and use the paragraph you highlighted to help 
you write your own answer.

Challenge: can you pick out your own quotation 
and write a paragraph analysing it?



Your opinions on the poem

Which things from the poem would you choose to put in the magic box?

Which line is your favourite?

Write down a couple of sentences sharing your ideas.



Date: [insert here]
Title: Writing my own poem on the theme of magic

Match the poetic method below with the definition.

Sibilance repeated use of words beginning with the same letter

Alliteration using the same word or phrase many times

Metaphor repeated use of words beginning with the letter ‘s’

Repetition saying that one thing is another

Challenge: can you add a quotation from The Magic Box for each 
poetic method?



What will I put in my box?

Today, you will write your own poem based on The Magic Box.

Mind map what you would put in your own magic box. Be as creative as possible!

• What would you put in your box?

• What adjectives could describe the 
things you put in your box?

• What is your box made of?

• Can you add any poetic methods to 
your mind map, e.g. sibilance or 
alliteration?



Writing my poem

Now, it’s time to have a go at writing your poem. Aim for five stanzas (verses) 
and try to include:

• Interesting adjectives
• A metaphor
• Alliteration
• Sibilance
• Repetition

Make it as magical 
and mystical as 
possible!

Finished? Make sure you are 100% happy with your poem. Don’t be afraid to cross things out 
and change them!



Reflecting on my poem

Now write down:

1 question that you still have about poetry.

2 poetic methods that you have used.

3 interesting adjectives that you used in your 
poem.



Glossary

Lesson 1:
Encounter (verb) – to come across, experience
Related to (verb) – to be linked to something
Sorcerer (noun) – a wizard; a person with magical powers
Sorcery (noun) – the use of magic

Lesson 2:
Annotate (verb) – to add notes to something
Backdrop (noun) – background or scene
Extract (noun) – a short passage taken from a book
Voyager (noun) – someone who travels on a long 
journey

Lessons 3, 4 & 5: All new vocabulary is 
explained within the lesson 

Lesson 6:
Accost (verb) – to stop someone boldly or 
aggressively
Clarify (verb) – to make something clear or less 
confusing
Overwhelmed (adjective) – to feel like something is 
too much to handle
Predict (verb) – to say or guess what will happen in 
the future
Summarise (verb) – to write down the main points of 
something

Lesson 7:
Emerald (noun) – a bright green precious stone
Figurative language (noun) – language used to create 
images such as similes, metaphors, pathetic fallacy 
etc.



Glossary

Lesson 8:
Contrast (verb) – to differ from something
Dialogue (noun) – a conversation between two or more 
people
Murmur (verb) – say something in a low or indistinct voice
Mutter (verb) – say something in a voice you can barely 
hear

Lesson 10:
Nonplussed (adjective) – surprised and confused
Paranoia (noun) – over the top suspicion or mistrust 
of someone
Sympathy (noun) – feel pity or sorry for someone 
else
Tomfoolery (noun) – foolish or silly behaviour
Victimise (verb) – single someone out for cruel and 
unfair treatment

Lesson 11:
Afflict (verb) – to cause harm to
Diabolical (adjective) – related to the devil
Fatal (adjective) – causing death
Inauspicious (adjective) – unlucky
Magistrate (noun) – a judge
Modification (noun) – a change
Peasant (noun) – a poor farmer
Summon (verb) – to order someone to be somewhere

Undergo (verb) – to experience or be subject to

Lesson 9:

Accuse (verb) – to charge someone with a crime
Allegation (noun) – a claim that someone has done 
something wrong
Demonstrate (verb) – to clearly show how something is true
Extortion (noun) – to get something from bribes or threats
Financial (adjective) – relating to money
Outbreak (noun) – a sudden occurrence of something 
unwelcome
Turmoil (noun) – a state of confusion or uncertainty



Glossary

Lesson 12:

Examine (verb) – to look at something very closely and 
carefully
Inflict (verb) – to cause pain or suffering
Metallic (adjective) – looking like metal
Nauseated (adjective) – to feel sick, ill, dizzy
Resuscitation (noun) – to breathe into someone’s mouth 
to stop them from dying
Rifle (noun) – a type of gun
Shore (noun) – the land along the edge of a sea or lake
Wade (verb) – to walk through water

Lessons 14 & 15: All new vocabulary is 
explained within the lesson.

Lessons 13:

Inferior (adjective) – lower in rank, status or quality
Prohibit (verb) – to not allow someone to do something 

Lesson 16:
Enigmatic (adjective) – mysterious; difficult to 
understand
Gujarati (noun) – a language which comes from the 
Gujarat region of western India
Joint (noun) – where bones are joined together, e.g. 
knee joint, elbow joint
Mystical (adjective) – relating to magic and mystery
Sari (noun) – clothing draped around the body, 
traditionally worn by women from South Asia
Silk (noun) – a fine, expensive material made by 
silkworms

Lesson 17: All new vocabulary is explained 
within the lesson.


